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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 4615 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


=-- Upon commencingwat’10:00°a.m: 


KATHLEEN COULSON, Resumed 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Miss McIntyre. 


MS. McINTYRE: Thank® you, -sir. 
RE-EXAMINATION BY MS. McINTYRE: 

ON Miss Coulson, I just have a 
few questions for you. On Tuesday you indicated to 
Mr. Hunt that you did not tell Mr. McGee or Mr. Wiley 
about your conversation with Lynn Johnstone on 
March 24th or about your feelings that Susan Nelles 
couldn't be the proper suspect. Can you tell us why? 

A. I met them just before I was 
to testify at the preliminary hearing. I was 
concentrating on reading my statement and I was 
extremely nervous and upset. 

oF Okay. How long did you talk 
to them? 

A. Oh, I just was introduced to 
Mr’. McGee andoI) talked tosMr.oWiley:for 50or 10 
minutes I think; maybe not that long. 

O2 Did they ask if you had 
anything else to offer other than what was in your 
statements? 

A. Not that I remember. 


O% And yesterday you told 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-ex. 4616 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (McIntyre) 


1 
2 
Mr. Percival that you did not relate to the police 
: your conversation with David Nelles. Can you 
e explain why you did not do that? 
5 A. They didn't ask me any 
6 specific questions towards conversations and I 
7 don't remember bringing up that LODLG. 
8 OE Okay. Mr. Percival also 
9| asked you to review your statements yesterday to 
see if they contained “ae, reference to your opinions 
se with respect to the innocence or guilt of Susan 
11 Nelles. I believe the April 29th statement was 
12 passed out to all counsel and I would like to make 
13 it an exhibit at this time. 
14 THE COMMISSIONER: I guess we have 
15 one of those. Exhibit 362. 
16 ---EXHIBIT NO. 362: Statement dated April 29th. 
17 
MS. McINTYRE: Q. Miss Coulson, 
te you have a copy of that statement with you? 
19 As The one of April 29th? 
20 OF Ves',, Ghats rignt. 
71 A. Yes; 1 do. 
22 OF And at the beginning it 
93 indicates that the interview Started at 8:30 a.m. 
A. Yes. 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson, re-ex. 4617 


(McIntyre) 


i 
2 
i Or And that's followed by four 
3 
pages of handwritten notes and it indicates that the 
[ C3 interview ended at 9:55, is that right? 
| 5 ne. Yes. 
i 6 Q. Do you have any reason to 
i 4 doubt the times that were put down by the officer 
8 making the notes? 
i A. No. 
9 | 
0. Do you have any reason to 
10 
think -- 
i THE COMMISSIONER: Limesorry fit 
; 12 says somewhere... 
I 13 MS. McINTYRE: S230, <sit%4 at the 
14 very top. 
Tl 15 THE COMMISSIONER: I saw that at the 
16 top. Where is the 9 something? 
l MS. McINTYRE: Ohi cits: right at 
i 
I the very end right above the officer's apparent 
; 18 
Signature. 
1 19 THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes, I see 
20 that, thank you. 
| 21 MS. McINTYRE: Q.... Do. you, have 
| 2 any reason to think that those four pages do not 
; 93 contain everything that was said in that one hour 
| and 25 minutes? 
' 24 
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STONEHOUSE & CorulbDp: Coulson, re-ex. 4618 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(McIntyre) 
A. Yes, I do. 


Why. 2sechat? 

A. It would take more than four 
pages of notes if we talked for over an hour. 

On Okay, thank you. Now, you . 
gave evidence twice at the preliminary hearing, is 
that. right? 

A. Yes; siecdid: 

OF And you have told us what you 
didn't say during your preparation just before 
giving evidence. Can you recall any comments of 
significance made to you on either of those two 
occasions by either the police or the Crown 
Attorneys involved prior to either your first or 


second interview? 


A. Prior to testimony? 
Ors Yes, @thatisaricqhnt= 
A. Prior to the second testimony 


Sergeant Press said to me if we were doing this 
investigation again we would have had a nurse 
sooner to explain the runnings of the Hospital. 

Qe Did he explain what he meant 
by that? 

A. Well, he said it was difficult 


for the police to go in and to understand what it 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson Face eCx. 4619 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (McIntyre) 


was like from a nurse's point of view. 
THE COMMISSIONER: i "misertryygcould 


you tell me what it was just what Sergeant Warr said 


to you? 
THE WITNESS: It was Sergeant Press. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Sergeant Press. 
THE WITNESS: It was outside the 


hearing room on College Street I believe and he said 
that in hindsight for the investigation he thought 
it was important that they had a nurse to assist them. 
THE COMMISSIONER: ttsee,s#albiricht. 
MR. McINTYRE: Q. Yesterday and 
the previous day you were asked a number of questions 
with respect to the behaviour of Phyllis Trayner 
during and after an arrest that occurred on Ward 4A/B 
and you gave your evidence with respect to that. 
Can you tell us whether or not Phyllis Trayner as 
the team leader would have any special role during 
the arrest? 
A. She would have a role to 
explain or to give a report of the child, to answer 
questions that were posed by the doctors and if there 
was something that was needed on the floor she would 
be the person that would know where to obtain whatever. 


oye And with respect to the nurses 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-ex. 4620 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Mc Intyre) 


who were involved in the arrest as the team leader, 
. 

would she have any particular role of directing what 
was being done by the nurses? 

A. She was the charge person on 
the floor, yes. 

Os And would that give her a 
special role in the arrest procedures? | 

A. She would be the charge nurse, 
yes. 

O% And at the time these arrests 
were occurring did you attach any particular signi- 


ficance to her behaviour? 


Aa: To her behaviour? 
OF During the arrest? 
A. In reference to her bossiness 


I attributed that to nervousness. 

O- Did you think to yourself that 
it was particularly peculiar or anything like that? 
A. Noy.not really. 

Ow. You have also given evidence 
to the effect that the Trayner team appeared to be 
pulling closer together after going through so many 
arrests. Can you tell me whether it is unusual for 
a nursing team to do that after working together. for 


some time? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coultson, re-ex. 4621 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (McIntyre) 
A. I would say that wasn't unusual. 
O. Is there anything inappropriate 


about that from a nursing point of view? 

A. Nopeiteisnit: 

Or You were also asked a number of 
questions about conflicts that may have existed 
between Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner. How 
seriously did you view those at the time? 

A. I didn't view them to be very 
serious. 

3 You indicated that you couldn't 
recall any such conflict between another two nurses 
on that unit. Have you observed conflict between 
nurses in other situations over the course of your 
career? 

A. Yes, I have. 

Os And what about conflicts 


between nurses and doctors? 


A. Yes. 

OF And how about conflicts between 
doctors? 

A. Yes. 

(2) Was there anything particularly 


peculiar about the conflict between Susan Nelles and 


Phyllis Trayner? 
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Coulson, re-ex. 4622 
“UAE Tease (Medntyre) 

1 
2 

A. No. 
3 

Os Can you tell me if there was 
4 anything about the behaviour of any of the members 
5 of the Trayner team or the relationship between them 
6 that led you to believe that they were responsible 
7 for the baby deaths on 4A/B? 

are No. 
8 

Ore Now, you were’ asked by both 


Mr. Hunt and Mr. Shanahan about your views with 
respect to whether a nurse was the most likely 
classification of person involved if we are consider- 
ing deliberate overdoses of digoxin and I believe 
your answer was that it depends on the number of 
persons involved and that when you said nurses you 
were referring to the total number of deaths that 

had occurred over the nine-month period, is that 
rignt? 


A. That Ss Lidgut. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD.* Coulson 46:23 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
re.ex. (McIntyre) 


@. Could I ask you with respect 
to a lower number? If there was one death by 
deliberate overdose, who in your opinion might have 


been involved in such a death? 


AY It might have been anyone. 

O° Might it have been a nurse? 
A. Yes. 

Q. Or aidoctor? 

Be ¥es:: 

Qis How about a visitor? 

Bits It could be, yes. 

Qrs What about a technician? 

Ave If they had opportunity, yes. 
Q:. Okay. What if we are talking 


of five deaths? Do you think that in-that-case it is 
possible that it could be a nurse? 

A. MeSs 

QO: In that case is it possible 
that «bt ccouldpbe randoctor? 

A. Yes. 

O.. Yn your opinion would a 
doctor necessarily be detected in circumstances where 
there were only about five such deliberate overdoses? 


A. Could he be detected? 


O Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson 4624 
re.ex. (McIntyre) 


A. It would be difficult. 

MS. McINTYRE: Those are all my 
questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MS. McINTYRE: Thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Lamek? 

MROGLAMEK:GhThankGyou, sir 
REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. LAMEK: 

a. Miss Coulson, we are coming 
to the end. We won't be long. 

We have marked as an exhibit this 
morning your statement or the -.notes of your interview 
on April 29757-19812 

A. Yess 

Oe You have told us or you told 
Miss McIntyre that the fact that the notes occuny only 
four pages and indeed they are pvrinted in double space 
suggest to you that they do not record everything that 
was said in the course of the hour and twenty-five 
minute interview. 

A. Yes; 

OG Because as you quite properly 
observed it would reasonably be expected to take more 
than four pages of notes to record an hour and a half 


conversation. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coul son 4 625 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
re.drs (hamek) 


Or When did you first see a copy 
of these notes, Miss Coulson? 

A. Just before my preliminary -- 
my testimony at the preliminary hearing. 

3 As you also told Miss 
McIntyre this morning in another context, at that 
time you were Tosti nawoves these notes in preparation 


for giving your evidence? 


A. ves. 

0. I take it you looked at them 
very carefully? 

Ay As I remember. 

OS Yes?" Did “1t occur to you then 


that they may not be a comnlete record of what you told 
the police? 

A. Drdaon, ct cnink $0 -"Nno-; 

Ors Has it occurred to you at any 
time until perhaps last night or this morning that these 
notes may be an incomplete record of what you told the 
police on that occasion? 

A. I thought of it yesterday. 

QO. Let me ask you: Do you recall 
anything else that was said in the course of the meeting 


on April 29, 1981, that is not recorded in this ‘note? 


A. That may have been the day that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 4626 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
re.dr. (Lamek) 


1 

2 I talked to Constable Murray about my thoughts about 

3 Susan and her -- being troubled about her not being the 
4 right one; that she hadn't been there. | 
5| Q. Well, is it your recollection 

A that you conveyed that thought to the police on more 

than one occasion? | 

i : A. That's what I believe, ves. 
: OT I'm sorry. On more than one | 
9 occasion you tried to tell the police your view about 

10 Susan Nelles? 

11 A. That's what I believe, yes. 

12 That it would be both the first statement on the 3rd | 
13 and the second statement on the 29th. 

| Q. ADTALAgGht . Because the 

= first statement really concern -- or the notes concern 
e: Justin Cook. | 

16 ae yes. 

17 O% And your recollection was 

18 from your earlier evidence, as I recall it, that when 

19 you said what you said about you didn't think it could 
a5 be Nelles because she wasn't there for Lombardo, the 

response was, "I am just interested in Justin Cook.” 

ss ‘A. Taatl isicignt. 

= O% Which rather fixes it as being 
23 the first interview at that stage, does it not? 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 4627 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
re.dr. (Lamek) 


A. Yes. 

ee And the interview on April 
29, 1981 was in respect to the Miller death. 

A. Yes. 

OS Do you have a recollection 
now that on that occasion also in the context of dis- 
cussing the Miller death you attempted to say to 
Constable Murray, "I really don’t think this ‘could 
have been Susan Nelles because she wasn't there for 
some of the deaths", and particularly referring to 
Lombardo? Do you think you said that again on this 
occasion? 

A. I am sure that something to 
that effect was said, but again it was a matter of 
“We are here to talk about Miller", as far as the 
statement was concerned. 

OF And were you dissuaded by 
that response from attempting further to make your 
point to the police officers? 

a Well, I assumed that they 
knew what they were doing when they were doing the 
interview. And I also was aware -- was left with the 
feeling that there was a lot I didn't know, about 
evidence I didn't know. 


O% As you told Mr. Hunt in the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. F 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Coulson 4628 
re.dr. (Lamek) 


1 

2 course of his cross-examination you didn't mention 

3 your view as to the unlikelihood of Susan Nelles' 

4| involvement to the Crown Attorneys when you met with 

5 them? 

| A. inat mista ght. 

Or Was this a strongly held view 

: of yours, Miss Coulson, that they had the wrong person? 
2 Did you really believe that Susan Nelles was not the 

9 person responsible for the deaths? 

10 AS I personally believed that she 
11 was not responsible. 

12 , O%. If you -=- 

B THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment, 

please. 
14 
MR. HUNT: I wonder if I might -- my 

_ friend has asked the witness about the interview of 

16 April 29th, and she fae given evidence now in re- 

17 examination which is quite different than what she said 
18 to my friend during examination in chief. 

19 Now it may be that there is some 
20 reason for that, but I wonder if my friend before he 

moves on would consider exploring what it is that now 

2 brought that recollection to the witness about somethin 
os that was said by her on the 29th of Avril which she 
23 didn't have on Monday when she was asked virtually the 
24 
25 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 4629 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


re.dr. (Lamek) 


Same question by my friend, and I am referring to 
pages 4181 and 4182 of Volume 106. 

In those pages my friend dealt with 
the question of the interviews with the police, and 
beginning at line 16 on 4181, asked the witness whether 
On any other occasion she attemnted to make her view 
known, the view that Susan Nelles was not responsible, 
and over at 4182 she indicated that she had another 
interview, "...and I can't remember the interview 
itself so I don't know whether F"said-it®or not. “ 

And that was left. Now it may be 
that something has jogged her memory in the interim 
and I do wonder if that might be explored. 

MR. LAMEK: Now, Mr. Commissioner, my 
friend is quite right and it bears another question or 
two. 

Q. Do you have Volume 106 of the 
transcript there? 

A. No:, Sf 7donee. 

eR Perhaps we can look at it 
together. 

On page 4181 in Volume 106 you had 
told me about the occasion of the first interview on the 
3rd of April when vou attempted to tell the officers 


of your belief that Nelles was not the person involved 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 4630 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


re.dr. (Lamek) 


because she had not been present for some of the deaths. 


AC VENTS: 


At the top of the page I asked you: 
Os What was the response of the 


police officers when you said that?" 


wn We are here to talk about 
Cook .* 
"O: ATTecraqit. "pla vou on any 


other occasion attempt to make that 
view known to the police? The view 
that Susan Nelles was not in your view 
responsible because she had not been 
there for some of the deaths?" 

"A. I had made a police statement 
to that -- it was after the preliminary 
hearing." 

a Os After the preliminary hearing?" 


"A. Yes." 


ros At any time between that first | 
interview on April 3rd and the end of 
thé preliminary hearing did you reneat 
your belief to the police?" 

a I had another interview and I 
can't remember the interview itself 

so I don't know whether I said it or 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 4 631 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
re.dr. (Lamek) 


al 
é Now the other interview I take it was 
3 the one we have now marked the note as an exhibit, 
4| the interview of April 29th? 
5 | A. Yes. 

| os And Mr. Hunt's point which 
0 

of course is valid.is this#*®.on Monday you said you 


could not recall whether in the. course of that second 
interview you had stated this same disbelief in 

9 Susan Nelles' involvement. You are telling me this 
10 morning you think you did? 


11 A. Yes. 


12 Os Can you tell me - the 


question is a perfectly proper one I think from Mr. 


Hunt - what happened between Monday and Thursday that 


_ you now think you did do it when on Monday you didn't 

~ know Whether you had done it? 

16 A. When I looked at my statement 

Ly yesterday and when I was -- it was while I was on the 

18 stand and I think it was Mr. Percival was asking me 

19 a question, it seemed to dawn on me that the time 

96 between -- in the second interview, the 29th of ADULTE, 
that four pages would take longer -- I mean it would 

4 take more than four pages to fill and hour and a half. 

Q. Yes. 

23 Ps Or whatever it was. And that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. =. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson 4 6 3 D 
re.dr. (Lamek) 


is what came Moone yesterday on the stand, that per- 
haps it was that meeting that I remember the conversa- 
tion with John Murray. It just came to me yesterday. 

OF All right. Do I understand 
the train of thought and I need to be clear first -- 

A. Yes. 

OO; -- having recognized yesterday 
that four pages of notes really can't contain all that 
is said in an hour and a half -- 

iA, Yes. 

G Ibe -- there must have been some- 
thing else said which has not been recorded? 
A. Tiatoiseriont, 

OF And in casting around to 
think what else could have been said that is not 
recorded, it has occurred to you that perhaps this 
was another occasion when you made known your belief 


about Susan Nelles? 


AS. yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-dr. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO ( Lamek ) 4 6 3 3 
Os Dori put ‘that fairly? 
A. Yes; You do. 
Q's From what you said a moment 


ago though, do I understand that you have a recollec- 
tion of stating that belief about Susan Nelles to 
Constable Murray? 

A. We had a conversation and that 
came up in the conversation, yes. 

eae Do you recall saying it to 


Constable Murray at some time or another? 


A. It would have been in that 
meeting. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Which meeting? 

THE WITNESS: The 29th, because I 


believe that is the only time that I talked to 
Constable Murray. 

MR. LAMEK: Q. And you now have a 
recollection of having told Constable Murray what 
your belief was about Susan Nelles' involvement? 

A. I hag trouble with the fact 
that Susan could have done it. 

03 You told him just before we 
went back to that that your belief that Susan Nelles 
had not been involved in these deaths was one which 


rightly or wrongly you held strongly, it was a strong 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson , 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


1 
2 
belief of yours? 
3 
AS Les 
4 Ors And I take it that was based 
5 upon not solely your observation that she had not 
6 been there for all of them, but was it also based 
7 upon your assessment and impressions of Susan Nelles? 
AG Yes". 
8 
O72 You like Susan Nelles? 
9 
AS Yes. 
10 . 
Oc: I think you told me earlier 
11 that you respected her nursing skills? 
12 | A. Yes. 
13 Q And her professionalism? 
14 A. Yes. 
15 Or Did you consider her personality 
attractive? 
16 
A. Yes. 
17 : ; ; 
OR LSs.at faire that your didi not 
18 view her as being the kind ‘of person who could 
19 possibly be involved, in your judgment, in the 
20 deliberate overdosing of children? 
1 A. Thats strigqnre 
22 Q. Now by the time you first 
talked to the police, I want to explore this a bit 
23 
more if we can; by the time you first talked to the 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson, re-dr. 


(Lamek ) 


police on April the 3rd, Susan Nelles had been 


charged with not one but four murders had she not? 


A. Yes. 
QO. And you were aware of that? 
A. Yes. 
ee On April the 3rd by the time 


you got .to, that meeting,on April the. 3rd, did. you 


4635 


think that the police were making a terrible mistake? 


A. I thought they were wrong, 


but then I also thought that they must know a lot I 


don't know. 
aie All right. You thought they 
were wrong, but you told me you had this strongly 


held belief that Susan Nelles, not only because she 


had not been there for all of the deaths, but on the 


basis of your impressions of her, could not be the 


kind of person who would murder, with which she 


was now charged with having murdered, four children, 


is that (fair? 

A. That.s.2i1dat. 

ie And if the police were wrong 
as you believed them to be, that was indeed a 
terrible mistake, was it not? 


A. Yes. 


OF Well, did you not think that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-dr. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (tamek) 
was a horrible miscarriage of justice that Susan 
Nelles had been charged in light of your beliefs 
as to her non-involvement? 

A. I thought they had made a 
mistake, yes. 

Q. Had you by April the 3rd 
recalled that Susan Nelles had been not on duty 
for the Estrella death, for example? 

A. No. 

Os You had not recalled? 

Air. I did not remember that. 

Ot. Even though you knew by April 
the 3rd that Estrella was one of the children with 
whom she was charged with having murdered? 

A. Yes, I knew that 

Q. I understand that this is the 


first time that you had ever come close to a murder 
investigation? 

A. Thatits nought. 

On. And it must have been a 


very frightening experience? 


A. Yes, it was horrible. 
Ov You were uncomfortable? 
A. Very. | 

Ons You were nervous? 
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STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-dr. 4637 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek) 

A. Yes. 

Ox But fornalinthatheinttacetot 


what you believed to be a mistake by the police, 
namely the charges against Susan Nelles, and if you 
were right that would be a terrible mistake. Why 
did you not say: "Listen, I know you are interested 
in Cook, but you have got to listen to me. I think 
you have got the wrong lady and here is why." 

A. I assumed they knew what they 
were doing. 

Q. Whether they knew what they 


were doing or not, Miss Coulson, is that what you 


wanted to say to them: "Look, I think you are wrong." 
A. Yes, I wanted -- 
Q: Youscanitelbrmest amecrazy rif 


you like, Constable Murray, Sergeant Warr, whoever 
it is, but there is something I have got to say to 
you, is that what you wanted to say? 

A. ivsaid titatbut Iiperhans (didn't 


say it as strongly as I could have. 


Or. Did you ever say that to anyone? 
AS hrsaid cit yroumyriniends:. 

Oy To Mrs. Johnstone? 

A. EtsaidwmaitrtomMrs. sohnstone ; 

OP Did you say it to anyone else 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-dr. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


who might have been capable of saying, hey, hold the 


= 
(o>) 
io) 


phone, let's look at this thing in light of what 
Kathy Coulson has told us. Did you ever bring that 
to anybody's attention who might have been able to 
6 influence the course of the investigation or the 

7 | prosecution? 

P | NG. No, I didn't. 


ie Can we go to a couple of things 


that Miss McIntyre asked you about on Tuesday. If 
you find it necessary to refer to the particular 


questions and I can direct you to them, but you may 


not find it necessary, but if you do please let me 
13 know. Miss McIntyre asked you on Tuesday about your 
14 evidence in which you said; yes, you had been 

15 surprised that some of the children had died when 
they did. She asked you about the extent of your 


experience in cardiology. You were ready to admit 


” that of course it was substantially less than that 
- of Mrs. Radojewski or indeed that of Mrs. Johnstone? 
19 A. Yes’. 

20 @ 5 Accepting entirely what may be 
21 a far too modest assessment of your knowledge of 

22 cardiology, but accepting as you Lege cid. You 


still not feel as you told me in chief a measure of 


surprise that some of these children died? 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-dr. 4639 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Lamek) 
A. I did. I was surprised at the 


unexpectedness of the children's deaths, yes. 

On Because after all you had been 
a nurse for some what, 12 years at that time, 11 or 
12 years at that time? 

A. Yess 

Oz You had seen many children with 
all sorts of ailments and conditions, had you not? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And I take it you felt that you 
had developed over the years some sort of a feel 
for the condition of aychild? 

A. ¥es. 

Q. Whether that child be in the 
Infectious Diseases Unit, or the General Medical 
Ward, or the Cardiology Unit or anything else? 

Ay Yes. 


4 Oe And indeed it is part of your 


_ job as a nursing supervisor, is it not, to be able 


to look at children in different areas of the 
Hospital, areas in which you may have varying degrees 
of personal expertise? 

A. Pia ee ras 

O% Nevertheless they are looking 


to you because of your experience and your ability 
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a ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-dr. iar 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek) 
| 
A 1 
2 
a to be able to form a rational assessment of the 
‘ : condition of a child no matter where he is in the 
T 4 Hospital, are they not? 
5 A. Yes:. 
| 6 Q. Thatits' +vyour tj obis “After 411 
‘| 7 you were not coming to each of these children 
8 totally lacking in information, were you, you had 
‘| 5 your own observation, did you not? 
A. Yes’. 
| 10 . 
' OF You had information from the 
q 11 nurses who were caring for the child? 
12 A. Yes. 
a 13 Q. You had information in the 
14 chart if you wanted to look for it? 
a 15 Boe. The chart was available, yes. 
I +e Qu; You had information from your 
predecessor on the preceding shift in the tour end 
17 
i report? 
4 18 A. If there was information on it; 
19 yes. 
20 OF And there was an oral report 
54 from her at the end of her shift and the beginning 


of yours? 
A. That's might. 


Or Some children you knew to be 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson, re-dr. 4641 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


On constant nursing care, did you not? 

A. Yes. 

(es And can one reasonably draw 
an inference that if constant nursing care is 
thought necessary for a child, that child may indeed 
be more seriously ill than others? 

A. Yes. 

Oe In other words not only did 
you have 1l or 12 years:of experience, and developed 
a feel for the condition of the children to draw on, 
you had information about the particular child 
readily available to you at the time you looked at 
him, did you not? 

A. Yesu 4 Gad. 

ee And in the light of all that, 
your evidence has been that the deaths of some of 
these children surprised you because they were 
unexpected, you didn't expect them to die when they 
did, is that fair: 

A. Yes, that's fair; 

se Now, Miss McIntyre also asked 
you on Tuesday; Mr. Commissioner, this is found at 
page 4254-4255 in Volume 107, of your learning of 
a high digoxin level in the Pacsai child? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson, re-dr. 4642 
(Lamek) 
QO And although you may not, ason 


Saturday morning, have known of the particular number 


that you subsequently learned, nevertheless you were 


aware on the Saturday morning following the arrest 


of Allana Miller, that Pacsai had a high digoxin 


level? 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 4643 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson 6 


re. ex. (Lamek) 


QO. And Ms. McIntyre put it to vou 
that that was not particularly startlino or unheard of 
that a child would have a nighsdigoxin level . 

AG Yes. 

O'. Do you remember that you aareed 
with that suagestion? 

A. Yes. 

OG: And of course stated like that 
it is absolutely right, isn't it? 

A. fiat. cer ilont. 

QO, In responding to that question, 
what order of elevated level dia you have in mine that 
is not startling or unusual? 

A. ere. 

Q. wet 2. ~A. level of. 2 to. 3 1 
agree is not startling or unusual. Is it fair to say, 
however, and it may have been that on the Saturday 
morning, Miss Coulson, it may have been on the 
Saturday morning that somone said Pacsai had a high 
digoxin level, you were thinking. of, that. order. of 
concentration, were you? 

A. Yes, 

Q*. A normal elevated, if I can put 
it that way, digoxin level. 


A. Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & co. LTO. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson i 


re. ex. (Lamek) 


1 
2 Oj. But you had another piece of 
3 information about Pacsai, did you not, you knew there 
4 was probably going to be an inquest. 
5 A. Yes, that came up. 
6 QO. And in the context of the 
: probability of an inquest and a high digoxin level, 
ena take it was a surprising piece of information 
8 
forsyou. 
9 A. Yes. 
10 Que Yes. The combination of those 
11 two things served to be a matter that caused you some 
12 concern, as I think you told me in chief. Is that 
13 fair? 
A. Yes. 
14 
O'.. Now, in the course of Miss 
fe Forster's cross-examination of you, and this is found 
16 in Volume 107, page 4355 to 6, do you recall Miss 
17 Forster in the context of asking you about the basis 
18 for your identifying Phyllis Trayner as in your mind 
19 being the person most likely involved because of her 
20 presence at a number of deaths, asked you whether 
indeed you were present at a great number of deaths. 
a A. Yes, I was. 
22 GD .. And you frankly said yes, you were}. 
23 A. Yes. 
24 
20 
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Wl ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 
TORONTO. ONTARIO re. ex. (Lamek) 4645 
i 
a 1 
3 2 OF She asked you, how did you 
a 3 account for that and you said because vou were on 
7 4 duty and she Said, well that is not suspicious, is 
7 F it, and of course you said no. Perfectly straight 
a forward answers. But, Miss Coulson, although you were 
present in the hospital for, let us look at the charts 
7 that we've got numbering some 27 deaths, you were 
8 Present in the hospital for 20 of those. Te=s fair, 
i 9 is it not, thatSin thé case! I believe of only 11 of 
i 10 them were you Supervising the ward on the nient-or 
11 the deaths, I think it to be EPP PEViSITT or Ane 
a anyway. 
12 
A. Yes fF CLO lies 
a 13 
@. Some number substantially smaller 
a It than 20. 
5 Pes Yes. 
a 16 Q. | And it was only in those cases 
17 that to the best of your recollection you had been on 
a 18 Wards 4A/B prior to the arrest being called. 
a 15 A. If the arrest was later on in the 
morning, yes. 
20 
i OS Yes. 
. at An Tes. 
| 22 OX And in the case of those other 
a 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


Coulson . 4646 
re. ex. (Lamek) 


not supervising those wards, can yous recall any of 

3 them where you had been on the ward Guring that’ shift 
4 prior to the callina of the arrest? 

& A. Can you say that again, please? 


OF Yes. On those nights when a 


death occurred but when you were not supervising 


4A/B, can you recall any night, any of those nights 
when you had been on 4A/B prior to the arrest? 
A. I may have gone for a cup of 


coffee on occasion but other than that, no, I didn't. 


11 ye Do you have any particular 
12 recollection of rt? 
1B A. No recollection. 
o's It may be self-evident, Miss 
e Coulson, but if the first time you appear on the ward 
is after the arrest had been Caliedq, at is fair’ to 
16 Say, is it not, that you could not have had anything 
17 to do with bringing about the arrest. 
18 A. That, sorignt. 
19 OF Okay. Therefore, your presence 
20 in the hospital for about 20 of these 27 deaths over- 
States, does it not, your presence on the ward for 
i a number of deaths prior to the time of an arrest. 
ze tN Yes. 
23 On Okay. Just a couple of more points, 


rs 
(=) 


we i) _ ese athnin oaads #0 seer 2 


: | ontaiwesenie, Jon oxew voy ante, sud. Beyussoo: duech 
elas sami? to qn ela yrs {iene poy aise ,@ A». 
tseatise 203 e4 6274 S\AP HO aged had voy osrw 
| to nen « ua> ange ave yam & sA 
| J'ai I sod stare mend tedgo, ted noles70o ito ass} 
so lieigusq wae. eved toy oo — 
| $3 %6 Aci scedt r 
vs AX 
| fotioet(ooe> on J 
colt \taasive-ties sc yan of 2 
| | biaw ss ae weegqe 4OY omits $e2i2 of? 32 fod moet | 
2 of 24067 oi 3% Hellen ated SoA teoTss S32 wwsI2s 
pigteene bad. ever soa Gives boy 7647 . 6 si 
- Feo tye orit svodsé eniun td Siw Od oF 
| ,2feta a'deet wh 9 
_ tao suov .e=CliewzonT 180 0 
—aevo zigadh TS sasd9 20 os toxch - #03 tasiquo’ > oc 
es afd no sonaee 2a¢ aon Si woah .2ecet< - 


— 
bo 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 
TORONTO, ONTARIO re. ex. (Lamek) 4647 
ifs lomay- 


Yesterday in the course of cross- 
examination by Mr. Percival, and this Mr. Commissioner 
is found at Volume 108, beginning at page 4437 to 4439. 
Perhaps we should look at this one, Miss Coulson. 

Mr. Percival was askina you about your conversa- 
tion with Mrs. Johnstone on the night of the 24th of 
March and probing with you the basis upon which you 
produced the name of Phyllis Trayner. 

A. Yes. 

OF And Mrs. Johnstone had produced 
the name of Susan Nelles. 

The question in particular that I have 
in mind to recall to you is at the bottom of page 4438, 
beginning at about line 16: 

*Q¢ And in fairness to you there had 

been at least according to the facts 

and figures in this commission -- we 
are talking in terms of a minimum of 

36 baby deaths that had occurred up 

anti] hat time or, 35,up until just 


before -- in fact 36 at that point in 


time. 
A. Yes. 
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all of those 36 deaths weren't in your 
mind, the details of them. 
A.. There were no details. I was 
thinkina collectively -- 
QO. Ie see. 

A. = Dack, to. “the events from July.” 
Do you remember saying that to Mr.Percival? 

A. Yes. 

Oo. And indeed you have said that on 
a number of occasions in the course of cross-examina- 
tions, have you not? 

1. Yes. 

QO. In lookina back cnee peehoieher, atk 
Want to be sure what you mean by I was looking back 
collectively to July. On the night of March 24th in 
that discussion with Mrs. Johnstone, and it may have 
been during the day of the 24th as well, I don't know, 
were you casting back in your mind to see those 
deaths or the kind of death that might have been 
caused by non-natural causes. Not the individual 
deaths but the kind of deaths that had bothered you 
as they occurred and which you now had cause to think 
may have been caused by non-natural matters. Is that 
what you were doing? 


A. I was thinking of the runs or the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 4 6 4 9 
ve. ex. (Lamelk) 


clusters because they happened in 2's and 3's. 

OQ. You were thinking particularly 
were you not of the deaths that had occurred in the 
middle of the night. 

A. Yes. The deaths that had occurred 


during the night. 


@. -Yes. You knew there had been a 
lot of those. 

A. Yes. 

6. I suggest that on the 24th of 


March, 1981 you couldn't have said to save your life 
just how many of them there hac been in the middle of 
the night, could you? 

A. Numbers, no. 

Oz Ane you certainly couldn't 
recall the details of each child or what had happened 
at the arrest of -any thing, ofethat sort. 

A. Phates rignt. 

OX But were those the deaths, the 
ones that had occurred in the middle of the night 
which back in December you had decided couldn't be 
attributed to mere coincidence? 

A. Could you say that aqin, please? 

oF Back in December you told us 


you decided that coincidence couldn't explain this 
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re. ex. (Lamek) 


repeated pattern of deaths in the middle of t he 
night. 

A. Tiacs wheat a Lett, yes . 

ys Okay. And you felt that some 
time in December when there was another cluster 
of night time deaths vou said. 

x. Yes. 

Os Essentially as of March were 
those the deaths you were thinkina of, ee ones 
which you had no longer been able to explain in terms 
of simple coincidence? 

A. Are you referring just to the 
December one? 

Oe I am referrina to the whole of 
the deaths in the middle of the night. 

A. I am sorry, would you repeat that 

OF Okav, let me core at it again 
in a slightly different way. As of December you were 
witnessing your second ee of nicht time deaths, 
were you not? 

A. oat. St ie. 

ee And you yourself encountered a 
cluster in July? 

A. Yes. 


Oy You were aware that there had bee 
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a number of night time deaths in August. 


A. Yes. 


Qs And then therehad been a 
reduction in the numbers in the fall but in December 
you were aware of another, 4 or 5 night time deaths. 

A. Thatysrricghtw 

O% And at that staqe you told us 
you said to yourself, this can no longer be thoucht of 


as mere coincidence. 


A. That's wacht< 

Ons Something is happening. 

A. That's right. 

Or. And indeed from that time on, 


from December, were you not rackina your brain to find 
out what it was that was happening to explain these 
nicht time deaths? 

A. Yes. 

0. It was the night time deaths 
that you were concerned about, was it not? 

A. Yes, 

Q. And therefore in March, on March 
24th when you say you looked collectively at the 
deaths, were you not looking back over that sweep 
of night time deaths which were otherwise unexplained? 


A. ibates: right. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


Coulson 
TORONTO, ONTA 
oe re. ex. (Lamek) _ 4652 
Or. Now, on*March 24th, with the 
presence of homicide officers in the hospital, «=:for 


the first time you really had to accept the horrible 
thought that it may be some one, not some thing that 
was happening on that ward and in that context did 

you cast your mind back over those deaths collectively 
which fell into the troublesome category the night 
time deaths? 

he oe hae Ss -eeont.s 

OF That's what you mean when you say 
you looked at them collectively? 

A. Yes. 

QO; You didn't say there was Jones 
and Smith or Adamo or anything like that, you were 
saying there was a whole sweep of night time deaths 
here. 

A. Yes; 

Or And now I have to wonder whether 
someone may have caused them. Is that what you mean 
you were doing on the 24th of March? 

Poe, Yes. 

OQ? And in doing that you recognized 
at least one name out of that whole crowd, it was 
a child at whose arrest and death you knew that Susan 


Nelles had not been present. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 4653 
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A, Trae sc von te, 

Or: And your memory was assisted by 
the recollection of the conversation you had had 
with her brother the day after the death. 

A. Yes. 

Ox So, it wasn't Lombardo as a 
tian was not expected to die that you regarded 
as Significant, “is it -fair to Say “it was ‘Lombardo as 
One of that sweep of night time deaths that was 
important? 

A. Yes. 

Cr Okay +°*And+in that’contéextrot 
looking back collectively, as I think you have now 
understood it,in that context the absence of Nelles 
for one death struck you as significant 

A. Yes. 

QO. To be absolutely clear, it was 
not the condition of Lombardo, the events of her 
arrest or anything else that made you attach any 


Significance to Nelles' absence, it was the fact 


that Lombardo was one of those night time deaths which 


you were now confident could not be explained by 
sheer coincidence. 
Ve Tnates PrAaghnt, 


OZ All right. Now, when Mr. Roland 
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asked you questions yesterday he referred you to 
discussions that were going on in the hospital in the 
fall and winter of 1980, the proposal of an oo Rare 
ICU, what you call a step down unit. 

A. Yes. 

On And he asked you at pages 4471 
to 2 whether when you heard of that proposal it 
eased your concerns and you said Ves. lit. did. 

NE Yes. 

Oe That proposal, as we have heard 
in earlier evidence, Miss Coulson, had been raised 
and discussed through the fall of 1980 but I think 
fairly came to a head in the sense of becoming a 
concrete proposal following a meeting that was held 


I think on January llth, 1981. You have told us that 


you were not at that meeting, but I think you subsequently 
learned there had been such a meeting. 
Aa I heard about it later, yes. 
. OF And was it to the best of your 
recollection subsequent to that meeting that you heard 


that there was now a concrete proposal to establish 


an intermediate ICU, a step down unit? 


A. After that meeting? 
O- Yes. 
A. Yes. 
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Coulson 
re. ex. (Lamek) 


On Okay. Now, by that time of cours 
you had already, by the end of December, decided 
in your own mind that this state of night time 
deaths was more than just coincidence. 

A. Yes. 

Q% By the time you heard about 


the proposal to form an intermediate ICU, you were 


already persuaded that something was happening on 


the cardiology ward that was causing those deaths 
in the middle of the night, had you not? 
A. Could you say that again, please? 
Ore Yes. Prior to learning about 
the proposal for an intermediate ICU,which was 
some time after January llth you told me you learned 
that, prior to learning that you had already decided 
in your own mind that something was happening on those 
cardiology wards that was causing these deaths in the 
middle of the night. 
A. I said some time in the winter, 
yes. 
On Well, I thought youshad also 
told us it was in December when that cluster of 
deaths occurred again. 
A. ThatsyriLont. 


©. All right. How in your mind was 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 4656 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson 


re. ex. (Lamek) 


the establishment of an intermediate ICU going to 
affect whatever it was that was happening and causing 
those deaths in the middle of the night? In other 
words, what I am asking you is, why or how could you 
take comfort from that proposal in light of the 
conclusion at which you had already arrived? 

A. I don't remember. 

MR. ROLAND: Well, to be fair to the 
witness, Mr. Lamek asked her about this sort of thing, 
her thoughts in this time veriod when he first 
asked her questions ‘several days ago when she said, 
rightly or wrongly that she was concerned about there 
being a problem from surgery, coming too early from 
surgery and so on. She has already said that to Mr. 
Lamek, and I don't have the page -- yes, I do have 
the page. Ms. Thomson has given me it, it is 
page 4130 == about that. $0, there. “ave things that 
were going on in her mind, she has already told us 


about that. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. Coulson 
TORONTO. ONTARIO re.dr. (Lamek) 
1 
4 23feb3s4 9 MR. LAMEK: Q. Did you believe as of 
3 January 1981 that the common thread that might be 
4 causing all these nighttime deaths that were troubling 
: you had something to do with surgery or post operative 
matters? Did you still believe that in January? 
4 A. I remember there was talk of 
Y the children coming from ICU too soon, and I can't 
8 remember whether they all had as a common thread like 
9 you are saying, whether that was the reason for them 
10 not being transferred. I can't say specifically. I 
< don't remember. 
O% All right. Let's explore 
a just a little if we can, Miss Coulson. You have told 
iP us that following that further rash of deaths in 
14 December, you came to the conclusion this was no 
15 simple coincidence? | 
16 A. TAAtekowl ton. 
17 Oe That something was happening 
18 on that ward? 
A. Yes. 
19 
Q. And you couldn't put your 
20 
finger on it? 
21 | A. Thats Lear tone. 
22  Q~. Had it been that you believed 
23 that children were coming from the ICU too soon and tha 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson 
re.dr. (Lamek) 


was the reason, then you would have put your finger 
on it, wouldn't you? That would have been the explana- 
tion in your mind, would it not? 

A. It could have been, yes. 

OF And the fact that you couldn't 
put your finger on it suggests to me, at least, that 
you aidan’ = regard that as the explanation, is that 
fazr? | 

A. It makes sense, 

oO? Yes. And therefore I ask you 
again how in light of the conclusion at which you had 
arrived that something was going on on that ward, how 
your concerns were eased by the word that there was to 
be an Intermediate ICU? How did that resolve the 
questions that were teeming through your mind? 

A. i aon “eyknow. 

O% Can I suggest this to you, 
Miss Coulson: you wanted to believe that might be the 
answer, didn't you? 

A. You are probably right, yes. 

Q. You wanted to have those 
concerns allayed, did you not? 

A. 16S 


Os Because if those concerns 


were pressed too far, they might lead you to a place 
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that you dreaded going; isn't that fair? 
ee Yes. 
QO. Just one other matter if I 


may, Please. In the course of Mr. Shanahan's cross- 
examination, and this is found in yesterday"svtranseript 
at pages 4353 to 5, he picked up on a matter that 


Mr. Hunt had discussed with you. The question of the 


measure of confidence or certainty with which you 
would say a nurse must have been involved depended- 
on the number of deaths you were thinking about. Do 
you remember that? That topic? 

Ae. Oh, yes. 


Qt And in response to questions 


it to be absolutely clear, pages 4553 to 4555, Mr. 


Shanahan, and I don't mean in any way to use any 
pejorative term about the question, but he was playing 
a bit of a numbers game with you, was he not, saying 
if it was this many, would you think it had to be a 
nurse, and if you think that, how about this many, 
and so on. And that is a very difficult game to play, 
is 1Oenotptiortyou? 

A. Y GBs 

Q. ' Because there is no clearcut 


line at which your thinking shifts? 
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A. Theresisanothing.clearcut. 

On It is merely that at a certain 
point at a certain number that you can't possibly 
define you had to say thataisethe frequency that to 
my mind can probably only be achieved by someone who 
was on that ward constantly hours ata stretch, a 
nurse? Is that really what you are saying? 

A. Would you say that again? 

Q. Yes. 

At some point in time the number of 
deaths becomes such that you say, gosh, at that point 
I think it has to be a nurse because they are the 


people with regular, constant,long-term access to 


these children. Isn't that really what you are saying? 
A. Yes. 
Q. TOuU,Gan t fix ainumerical 


point, but at some point your feel for it changes, 
doesnt ie2 

A. Yes. 

QO. Okaveheal donst want.to play 
that numbers game either, but I want to suggest this: 
in the month of March 1981 I take it as that month 
progressed the tension on that ward was growing and 
you could feel it growing, could you not? 


A. Yes. 
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Q. Because deaths occurred 
with a startling regularity, did they not? 

A. Yes. 

Oo And if some strange or 
unauthorized person had been seen even once in the 
middle of March in a child's room at night, how would 


you rate the chance of that person escaping detection? 


AS He wouldn't. 
On They“wouldn*t?*+eis it \reallv 
conceivable that someone unauthorized, unknown - well, 


not unknown, just unauthorized - could have come on to 
that ward on March 7th, the night of March 7th. when 
Warner died, the night of March 8th when Hines died, 
the night of March 9th when Gionas died, the night of 
March 12th when Manojlovich and Pacsai died, the night 
of March 13th when Inwood died and the night of 

March 18th when Gardner died, without being seen? 

Do you really think that is credible? 

A. No. 

Oza In other words, forget about 
the sweep of things. That may be history. In March 
with the feeling that was abroad on that ward, are you 
not forced to the conclusion that if those children 
died of a digoxin overdose (accept that assumption) if 


they died of a digoxin overdose, it had to be 


= 


’ 


: .o' abipow of ot 
| | 
. yEles2 fi al Sa fabicow vee? a 


@ 
SS 
7 = 


tisw - ewordng eae endatime Jails 


7 
+ 
7 


mod svar thse ~ Bestaortwsab 2i'¢ 


——_ 
+ 
hd 
“9 
re 
a 
C 
- 


wenw “gS tox’M fo Spin eds ,Aa9T dase 
shelh sanit nenw (20 dexéM dq spin sas 


+o tpkA sic, ,belb asxkoro fede Azo onze 


ee le) arti 


. 20 9doan. eslr Bae hotd Boownl avrw x 


|. $ei@tiers eb data sabay Ylinet doy 06 


Jom «fh 
aes sopud? ,ebs0w ingaes h vr, 
*  stepoiade wt syrzeteid ‘se ae -hpRIe 
uty gtd (duav tans fo beosds 
sedbttate exoit? 3s ing 


Sivan 20h  SetS teesec Bas fotvolitonaM ane 


Shade praised gectgiw jMeib seniusd con 


7 ae 
‘ah ‘jrohoquauen one obs) S2mbtevo nixeo if 
| | eae 


etsy a! one el er bed pee bee dros ve: | | . 
Sian word vatirtpes 75 moat ‘a! bts @ Gr Arak 


40 elbiin 


<pokesed sb oigqesas nite es sat to Soceio sds eft voy 


- 
® 
i fii rr 
y a ie | 
a5 , 
= ® ee. 
2 | i 
al A 4 
J j 
» 2) 
76 GO 
tg 
98> i 
f 
>| 0S , 
ao 
@e 
bHyit vad ’ 


3] 
OY 
i) 


Ss, bil saa aa = lata il > | . = ial hail = pe = ’ = = Mi = ~ a fii 
— 
bo 


4662 
ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Coulson 


re.dr. (Lamek) 


administered by someone who was regularly on that 
ward and whose presence in a child's room would cause 
no comment. Is that fair? 

A. ThHateisstairs 

Q. ALIerioght. 

In that context, and forgetting about 
20, 25, 30, anything else, are you Forced to the 


conclusion if those children in March died of digoxin 


overdose, are you forced to the conclusion that those 


deaths were probably caused by a nurse? 


AY -- Can’ tCranswer that. 'f can't 
say for sure. 

oa Who else could it have been? 

A. It might have been a doctor. 

OF It might have been a doctor? 
It might have been a doctor. I don't ask you to say 


for sure because nothing in life is sure. I ask you 
whether you are forced to say probably? 

A. Probable, I*m sorry, 2 don't 
understand. 

Os I wzsked you were you not 
forced to the conclusion that those deaths if they 
were digoxin overdose deaths were probably caused by 
a nurse. As between doctor and nurse I ask you to 


play a numbers game. How do you rate the probabilities 
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there? 

A. Mt "SOLELY, #© would like: you 
to repeat that. 

Os OKkavye llr Light of the 
number of deaths that occurred in March, and I didn't 
even mention Miller and Cook at the end of my litany 


of them -- 


A. Yes. 


oO -- in light of the number of 


deaths that occurred in March and if each of the deaths 
that I have enumerated for you was brought about by 
an overdose of digoxin or some other drug -- we have 


agreed that in the atmosphere of that ward that could 


only have been done by someone whose presence in those 
‘children's rooms would have caused no comment? 

A. Tigi 2s Cag. 

Sp THatels Lait. “And that 


takes us, does it not, essentially to two groups, 


nurses and doctors? 


A. Yes. 
Os And I take it the presence of 


a doctor on the ward, just on the ward (never mind in 


a room) is something that people notice. When Dr. 
Jones comes on to the ward, that is noticed. It is 


not noticed in any sinister way but it is observed that 
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he is there, isn't it? 

A. Thats isMeight: 

Q. As between doctors and nurses 
and a member of either group being pone for the 
deaths of all those children in March, if they were 
digoxin deaths, how would you rate the chances in your 
view that it was a doctor as opposed to a nurse? You 
say it might have been a doctor, might have been? 

A. Yes, 

Oo. Play the numbers game with 
me, Miss Coulson. In your best estimate, knowing what 
you did of that ward and the tension and the atmosphere 
that was growing, how do you rate the chances that it 


was a doctor? 


A. Between a doctor and a nurse? 
Q. Yes. 

A. Not as high. 

Q. Okay. I am not going to 


press you any further on that, but we are agreed at 
least those are the two likely groups in all the 
circumstances, and you say the chances of it being a 
doctor were not as high. Do I understand you? 

Ae Y@S. 

MR. LAMEK: Miss Coulson, thank you 


very much. You have been very helpful to us. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. PERCIVAL: May I have leave to 
cross-examine this witness on one matter that was 
brought up by both Miss McIntyre and Mr. Lamek this 
morning with reference to her interviews with Constable 
Murray? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. You realize 
that I will call upon Miss McIntyre and Mr. Lamek 
after? 

MR. PERCIVAL: Yes. Absolutely. I 
understand that. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. All right. 

MR. PERCIVAL: There has been a slight 
change and I just want to know what it was. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

FURTHER CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. PERCIVAL: 

Os Miss Coulson, I understand 
that this morning you have given evidence to Mr. Lamek 
and Miss McIntyre to the effect that you believe that 
it was on April 29, 1981 when you saw Constable Murray 
and were asked questions about Baby Miller that you 
believe you might have told him that Susan Nelles was 
not in your view responsible because she had not been 
there for some of the deaths. Deo, I eorrectlyestate 


your evidence this morning? 
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A. Yes. 
Q. All right. And do I further 


understand your evidence is that you believe that 
you only saw Constable Murray on one occasion and why 
you say that is having looked at it yesterday at my 
request, it was only four pages and you thought you 
must have said it to him. Do I again correctly state 


your evidence? 


A. I would ask you to repeat that. 

Q« When you saw Constable 
Murray a four-page statement was taken. 

A. Yes. 

OQ. And you believe you did say 
it to Constable Murray? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And this statement took place 
between 8:30 a.m. and 9:55 a.m. and I gather you say 
that you probably did say it to Constable Murray be- 
cause of that time sphere and the brief statement? 

A. Tha tassar. one. 

Q. When you were initially 
questioned by Mr. Lamek at 4181 about this, over to 
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Coulson 4667 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


view known to the police? The view 
that Susan Nelles was not in your view 
responsible because she had not been 
there for some of the deaths?" 

mA I had made a police statement 


to that -- it was after the preliminary 


hearing." 

“@ s After the preliminary hearing?" 
Pe Yes." 

= At af? time between that first 


interview on April 3rd and the end of 

the preliminary hearing did you reveat 
your belief to the police?" 

ot I had another interview and I 

can't remember the interview itself so 


Idon‘t know whether I said it or not.” 


That was evidence that you gave under oath on 


February 20, 


1984. 


Do you recall giving that evidence? 
A. YesF'Ledo. 


Q. ™ ‘Now what concerns me, Miss 


Coulson, is I gather at some point in time you felt 


different than your evidence on the first occasion 


when you gave it. 


When did that come to you? 


A. Yesterday afternoon. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


GE.eM. t¢hercival) 


Q. Well, are you aware of the 
fact that Constable Murray did not interview you just 
once but he interviewed you on two occasions, and the 
second occasion was on December 8, 1982 when you were 
questioned by both Constable Margo Pulford and 
Constable John Murray, and you have a copy of that 
supplementary report in front of von 

A. Yes, that is right. 

Qs Does that refresh your 
recollection as to the time, and really this is all 
my question relates to? 

As At the time of the second 
interview with Officers Murray and Pulford -- 

Q. Yes. 

A. 7-7 that is when we talked 
about Phyllis Trayner. 

Qis Alls rightaus.\Ou,also.talked 
about Susan Nelles in some detail as well. Can I put 
bt stowow that at this point in time you cannot be 
certain in view of your evidence on the first occasion 
that you gave and the fact that Constable Murray saw 
you on two occasions, not one, that it may have been 
during the course of the extensive interview on 


December 8, 1982 after the discharge of Susan Nelles 


that you expressed that belief that you have indicated? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson 4669 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


A. It was the time frame that 
jumped out at me yesterday, and that is what makes me 
believe that this is when I talked to Constable 
Murray on the 29th of April. 

Ore Well what concerns me is 
that initially one day you say I can't remember the 
interview and the next day you say that you can re- 
member the interview and now it is fairly clear that 
on December 8, 1982 John Murray also interviewed you 
on a second occasion. 

Can you be certain at all when you 
said that to Constahle Murray? 

A. I know I said it on the 
second interview because it is down there. 

THE COMMISSIONER: You mean the one 
in December? 

THE WITNESS: In December, yes. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. The second 
interview. & 

THE WITNESS: Okay. It is down there. 
But yesterday when you were talking to me, that is 
when something you said sparked something in my 
memory about the time and I could picture meeting with 
John Murray in the administrative office at the end of 


April. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Coulson 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


cr.ex. (Percival) 


MR, PERCIVAL:,. 0. Welly.malam;aisSutt 
any more -- if that is your evidence today, and if that 
is where you are at, is it any more than saying to 
Constable Murray, you know, she was there certainly 
for Baby Miller but she wasn't there for some of 


the deaths, and left it as general as that? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


Coulson 4671 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


A. It came up in general conversa- 
tion, it was not -- 

Os What I am getting at is -- 

MS. McINTYRE: Could the witness 
please finish her answer. 

MR. PERCIVAL: EAMe Sorry. 
THE COMMISSIONER: I think she did 
have something to say. 

A. We did have a conversation and 
that to me would explain the length of time for that 
second interview of the 29th of April. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Q. What I am getting 
at is this: When you said he was questioning you 
clearly about Baby Miller at that point, correct, on 


April®29th? 


A. He wasn't questioning me 
clearly; we were discussing -- I was relating events. 
O% Is there anything more, at 


least in the statement that deals with anything other 
than Baby Miller? 

A. No. 

Oo’. And what I am getting at is 
this: If we are prepared to accept the fact that 


you said that to him, was it just a general comment, 


you know, that Susan Nelles was not there for some of 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Coulson 4672 


the deaths? Is that as general as it was, that is 
really what I want to be certain of without mentioning 
the deaths or without mentioning who, what babies, 
if you can assist me? 

A. It came out in conversation; 
I can't say how general. 


MR. PERCIVAL: Thank you, Miss 


Coulson. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Miss McIntyre? 
MS. McINTYRE: Thank you, Mr. 
Commissioner. I think Mr. Percival's question don't 
need any reply. Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Mr. Lamek? 
MR. LAMEK: Just a couple of questions, 
if I may, to try (to clear yenis. thing up. a 

FURTHER REDIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR, LAMEK: 

O'. Miss Coulson, I want to be sure 
what it is that leads you to believe now that it was on 
April 29, 1981 that for the second time you said to a 
police officer, I really don't believe this could have 
been Susan Nelles; she wasn't there for some of these 
deaths. You told me that you recall saying that to 
Constable Murray? 


A. Yes. 


On Now, a few minutes ago when I 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 


re.dr. (Lamek) 


was asking you about this, was it your recollection 
that you had only talked to Constable Murray once? 

A. I talked to Constable Murray 
twice, but I was -- when you asked me that question, 
I was referring to before the preliminary hearing, 
my statement there. 

Orne Ald taght. And so far as 
concerns the presence of Constable Murray, it could 
either have been April 29, 1981 or December 2, 1982; 
issthat fairy? 

A. I have spoken to him on both 
those two occasions, yes. 

Q- Now, you say it was in the 
administrative offices? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Is that where the interview 
of April 29th took place? 

A. yes. 

oe Is it not also where the 
interview of December 2, 1982 took place? 

A. Yes2 

Ow And so that doesn't help us 
to decide as between the two occasions? 

A. That’s right. 


Q. Is there anything other than 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTS, BNVANIS Coulson 4674 


re.dr. (Lamek) 


your belief that something more must have been said 

on April 29th than is contained in four pages, is there 
anything more than that that leads you to believe that 
it was on April 29, 1981 rather than December Zee gon 
that you gave this information to Constable Murray? 

A, I remember talking to him and 
it was a conversation and it took a long time, and that 
is when the time, the timing when I looked at it 
yesterday, what is it, 8:30 to 9:55, that is why it 
took so long is because’ we were talking, and that is 
when I gave him that information. 

O73 You are sure that is when you 
gave him that information, or is it that you think that 
may have been the occasion when you gave it to him 
because after all something more had to be said than 
they wrote down? 

A. Acme leartas titcan make it it 
was on that day. 

ee ALY +nagne. “Although ft was 
on December 2, 1982 that you disclosed to the police 
for the first time the conversation that you had had 
with Lynn Johnstone, the exchange between the two of 
you as to Miss Nelles and Mrs. Trayner? 

A. That's right. 


O. That was the occasion when 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Coulson 4675 
re.dr. (Lamek) 


you told him of that conversation? 

A. Yes. 

Q: But it is your belief that 
it was on April 29, 1981 that for the second time you 
then said to Constable Murray, right away, I really 
don't think this was Susan Nelles? 

A. I said I really had trouble 
thinking that. 

Q. The conversation that you 
have related? 

MR. LAMEK: Thank you very much. 

THE COMMISSIONER? - Yes. Thank you, 
Miss Coulson. Now, I think we had better take our 
break, had we not? 

MR. LAMEK: Yes, that would be 
convenient, and start with Miss Frise after the break. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. LAMEK: Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We will take 20 
minutes. 

--- recess. 

--- on resuming. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Lamek. 
MR. LAMEK: Mr. Commissioner, the 


next witness is Meredith Frise. 


2 ee 


aa eccentric 


: Le 


sent ir si a e ' 


pene 


— 


| beh ab bropes tikue sora eek 8 sa « an age +1 


yilson ft aaa driptss Dial adeéadanea be bas watts 


Seebies nna eow Sits Mosts 2° ret: 


aldmosd bot yiised T Ptes fi ah 
59689) pelsniis 


vow tats aartsneiusenss et? «Q 


7 


dopm wrev qoy aneatl cA .Rr 
Noy MAT: ¢ eT sHsKHO Lael Wily 


(io 624 septed bad aw: Galas 1 qeok 8 -te9OL"6D serh 


San ow bp .# 
sit Atoow,. este, 26% ieMad nt 
aed sdd. wecle Sebel eerie Faere Ons . Area 
20% <@lOTSciaete mur 
soy ned? sR AP 
AS otet If ie ow LAVOTSE EMO  UET 


“ehattmes : TO =< 


oe 
os . amy eet Qt 


xoiperl 


TERetales aves 


—"s 
—s 


24 


Zo 


bs 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 4676 


MEREDITH FRISE, Sworn 


DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. LAMEK: 


Os Miss Frise, I understand that 
you are employed at The Hospital for Sick Children. 

A. that US Correct. 

O% And that you are a Registered 
Nursing Assistant. 

A. Thatreistoorrect3 

O% You are originally I believe 


from Peterborough, and graduated from the Kennen: 


Collegiate in Peterborough in 1979? 


A. That's correct, 

Oi. And you are now twenty-three 
years old? 

e That's right. 

O. And you received a Registered 


Nursing Certificate from .Kénnen Collegiate in 
Peterborough, did you not? 

A. Thateiswepohts 

OF And since March of 1980 you 
have worked at The Hospital for Sick Children? 

A. Thatesscighea 

Q. And in the period in which we 
are interested,. that is to say from July of 1980 until 


March of 1981, you were a Registered Nusring Assistant 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 7 
ae Frise 4677 


dr.ex. (Lamek) 


on Ward 4B, I believe? 

A. Thatvisscorrect. 

Q. And if I have it correctly 
you were a member of the nursing team led by Karen 
Power? 

A. That! sacorrect. 

oO There are just four matters 
that I want to discuss with you quite briefly, Miss 
Frise, if I may. They are first the events of March 
23, 1981. On Monday, March.23,41981 ,.didsyouy attend 
a meeting in the evening at the home of Liz Radojewski? 

A. Ves ,-ilaGitis 

OF Liz Radojewski was the head 
nurse on Ward 4A? 

AN Thatcentrant. 

0. Had you been on duty during 
the day of March 23rd? 

A. No, iiawasenot. 

oO. Indeed when last had you been 
on duty prior to this meeting that was held at Liz 
Radojewski's home? 

A. The 23rd is a Monday and I 
was on on the Sunday. 

oe Were you working the long 


day shift on the Sunday? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Fri se 4678 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


in other evidence that that meeting started at about 


a 
E 
1 
4 2 A. That's right, yes. 
a 3 oF You were not at work on 
4 Monday, the 23rd. Can you tell me how and when you 
q 5 learned that there was to be a meeting at Radojewski's 
home? 
P i , 
yes I believe the best I can recall 
q j is someone phoning me at home to say there was a 
8 meeting. 
a 9| On During the day on Monday? 
10 . A. Yes, what I can recall, yes. 
J i1 O Do you recall whether it was 
E 12 the morning or the afternoon that you received that call 
He A. It would be in the morning. 
3 QO. Do.you recall. who it was that 
4 telephoned you? 
J 15 A. I think it was Mary Costello. 
4 16 Oi. Were you told at that time 
17 what the purpose of the meeting was? 
yg 18 A. NO pela ceno tt. 
19 Oi. Did you say you would go? 
4 ~~ A. Yes, I did. 
20 , 
a QO. And did you go? 
2a 
A. Yes, 1 did: 
a 22 Oi; And we have heard I believe 
fe 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Frise 4679 


dr.ex. (Lamek) 


seven o'clock in the evening. 

A. that @s*correct. 

Q Now, prior to going’ to that 
meeting, did you meet with any other of the nurses 


from Ward 4A and 4B early in the day on Monday, March 


the 23rd? 

AS Yes, I-did, 

Q. Do you recall with whom you 
metry 

A. We went to Phyllis Trayner's 


apartment prior to the meeting at Liz" house. 

Or How did that come about? 

A. That came about ,I believe it 
was Phyllis who phoned and said, why don't you come to 
my place before we go to Liz’, to have’'a drink and to 
have something to eat. 

Oe And at what time did you go 


to Mrs. Trayner's house? 


A. Approximately two o'clock. 

Q. Was it in the morning then 
that she called? 

A. Yes, it would have been in 
the morning. 

Q. Was she aware that you were 


going to the meeting at Liz Radojewski's home in the 
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evening? 
A. 


Q. 


Frise 4680 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


Yes, she was. 


Did she tell you what the 


Radojewski meeting was to be about? 


No, not that I can recall. 
Did you ask her? 
NO, teadon, ©. chinks. did, 


Did you go to Mrs. Trayner's 


house in the afternoon of Monday, March 23rd? 


A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
body go with you? 

A. 

Q. 
4A/B? 

A. 

THE 
Mandal? 

TIS 

THE 

MR. 


believe, Mandal? 


Yes. 
What time did you arrive there? 
AL CWO Co clock. 


Did you go alone or did some- 


I went with Marie Mandal. 


And she was also a nurse on 


4A, yes. 


COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, Mary 
WITNESS: Marie Mandal. 
COMMISSIONER: Oh, Marie Mandal, ye 


LAMEK: Q. Marie, M-a-r-i-e, I 


Thatlserigne. 
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Q. 


Frise 
ar. ex% 


4681 
(Lamek ) 


Did you ask Mrs. Trayner why 


she was calling you to suggest you go to her house 


on that afternoon, after all, you were on 4B, were 


you not? 

A. Tat “s “crgiia. 

QO. Had you had much prior 
contact with Mrs. Trayner? 

A. Other than work, no. 

QO. Had you ever been to her house 
before? 

A. No, Ll was not. 

Os Had you ever been invited 


to her house before 
A. 
Q. 
there before? 
A. 


Q. 


Mrs. Trayner outside the 


A. 
Q. 
was inviting you? 


A. 


an 


apartment it was, wasn't it? 
That *s=Evghat. 


Had you ever been invited 


No. 

Had you ever socialized with 
HOSpital=prior’to that? 

No. 


And did you ask her why she = 


She was inviting me because I 


was off that day prior to the meeting. 


Q. 


Did™“she tell *you"that ‘or’ is 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


Frise 4682 
dr.ex. (Lamek) 


you infer from the fact that she 


called to invite you? 


A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 


Mandal? 


up? 
A. 


Qo 


Tha twseiriqht. 
The latter, you mean? 
That tsmsights 


And you went with Marie 


That's correct. 


Where did the two of you meet 


Marie came to my apartment. 


And you went together to 


Mrs. Trayner's apartment? 


A. 

Q. 

A. 
Partridge -- 

Q. 


for me, Miss Frise, 


That’ saright. 
Who else was there, if anybody? 


From what I can recall, Jane 


Can I ask you to do one thing 


could you identify each of the 


people you recall having been there and would you 


remind us whether they are from 4A or 4B? 


A. 


from 4A. 


Yess Jane Partridge was 


MeSsr- 


And Mary Jean Halpenny was - 
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dr.ex. (Lamek) 


who was from 4B. 

QO. Yes. Do you recall anybody 
else who was present in the afternoon at Mrs. Trayner's 
apartment? 

A. Novem cantesrecalil i anybody 
else. 

Or “Is your recollection that there 
was no one else there,or there may have been other 


people there but you can't now remember? 


A. That. sy correct: 

Q. The latter again? 

A. Yes. 

OG How long did you stay at 


Mrs. Trayner's apartment that afternoon? 

A. Maybe until about six o'clock, 
before we went to Liz Radojewski's house. 

Q. You all left at approximately 
thesame time to go to Liz Radojewski's home? 

a. Tat’ s right. 

Q. So you were there for approxi- 
mately what, four hours? 

A. Yes. 

QO. And there were to the best of 
your recollection the five of you there? 


A. That‘ s@right. 
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dr.ex. (Lamek) 


O4 POUR ROURSsdsua «long time. 
Can ae me please your best recollection of what 
was discussed during that afternoon at Mrs. Trayner's 
apartment? 

A. From my best recollection they 
talked about the deaths within the Hospital, so many 
deaths we had on the floor, not any particular death 
ate all that. eanerecall. Something to the effect of 
the possible Coroner's inquest on the Pacsai baby. 

| THE COMMISSIONER: Are we talking now 
in the afternoon or the evening? 

THE WITNESS: We are talking about 
the afternoon. 

MR. HUNT: I am having some difficulty 
hearing the witness. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. I think there 
is a little problen. 

MR. LAMEK: Perhavs you could sit 
a little closer to the mike. 

THE COMMISSIONER: “I think if you 
pull that, that's a terrible noise. 

MR.LAMEK: It certainly worked. 

Q. As you Say you recall that 
there was talk about deaths that had occurred on the 


floor although not individual deaths. There was 
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dr.ex. (Lamek) 


discussion too of the Coroner's inquest that was 
apparently to be held on the Pacsai child. Can you 
4 remember any other topic that was discussed during 

5 the course of the afternoon? 

A. I believe that it was dis- 


cussed thay were, meaning the nurses, missing something 


in regard to these children's deaths, could we help 


8) 


by preventing them. 


J 9 O,. Any, other topic that you can 
1 10 now recall? 

11 ae None that I can recall, no. 

i 12 Or Those three topics, you say 


the first one that comes to mind is deaths that had 


3 

eccurred on whe siloor, although there was not discussion 
4 of individual deaths. Can you tell me what was said 

iS about the deaths that had occurred? 

16 A. Why were there so many. Why 

17 did they happen when a particular team was on. Was 

18 someone doing something wrong at that time. 
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dr.ex. (Lamek) 


0%. Now, the only person from 
the 4A team on duty at the time of most of these 
deaths was at that meeting in the afternoon was 
Mrs. Trayner herself, is that not right? 

A. Thats what I recall, yes. 

Oi. When the question was dis- 
cussed why were they occurring when one team was on, 
was the focus on the 4A team that was on or on the 
teams that were on both wards at the time? 

A. From my recollection it was 
the 4A team. 

QO. 4A team, And the question 
was raised, was it, as to why are all these deaths 
happening at all and why are they happening with just 
poor Mrs. Trayner's team? 

| A. That “soright. 

Q. Arenthetre@anys thoughts) Sany 
comments that you can recall on that topic other than 
the question being raised? 

A. EG cansitarecaly< 

OF Al raght. And do you recall 
anything that was said about the topic of the Coroner's 
inquest that was apparently to be held on the Pacsai 
child? 


A. Inaregarddtosthaty tLiz 
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Frise 4687 
dr.ex. (Lamek) ; 


Radojewski had phoned Sue Nelles and told her that 
there would be an inquest on that and we were stating, 
like, was there going to be an inquest. | 

Oz You knew about the call from 
Mrs. Radojewski to Miss Nélles? 

A. Theat" s¥rights + 

Os Beesrass we have heard that 


Miss Nelles had talked about that on the, I think on 


the Saturday morning. 


A. That's correct. 

Q. And your question was, why 
was there going to be an inquest at all? 

A. Yes: 

Q. Did you have any information 
at that time that Pacsai had apparently had an 
elevated digoxin level? Were you aware of that or 


did others at this meeting in the afternoon of the 


23rd appear to be aware of that? 


A. I believe others were aware 
of 1t and; you Know, “it ‘was a°small “topic but nothing 
tnat-varges: 

OF But you learned about it 
at that meeting in the course of the afternoon? 

A. Frome what"! ¥can-nrecall,; yes. 


SF Did anybody suggest that there 
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might be a connection between the elevated digoxin 
fevel imythetchild and hettact “that sthereiwas likely 
to be an inquest? 

A. Can you state that question 
again? 

Q. . Yes. Did anybody link those 
two pieces of information together, thatethe*digoxin 
level in the child had something to do with the 
reason for holding an inquest on his death? | 

A. No, Tneotethate! can recall, 

OF You don't recall anybody 
made that connection? 

A. No. 

Q% Do you recall anything else 
about the discussion about the inquest that was going 
to*be held? 

A. NO, Sl Cannoe: 

O% Did anybody suggest any 
reason for there being an inquest on Pacsai? You say 
the question was asked why was there going to be one. 
Do you recall whether anyone had any explanation to 
otfer? 

A. I think the explanation was 
that the child had died within 24 hours of admission. 
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dr.ex. (Lamek) 


Ae And usually there is, you 
know, why did that child die within 24 hours of 
admission. 

@. Do you recall who raised that 
question or that point that“he died so soon after 
coming into the Hospital? 

| A. From my best recollection I 
believe it was Phyllis. 

Or, AihLerights And then you 
say there was discussion of the concern that you had 
that perhaps you as nurses and your colleagues on the 
wards might be missing something, somebody doing 
something wrong. What did you mean by somebody doing 
something wrong, what was that about? 

A. % donitersally think thats 
meant they were doing something wrong, what I mean was 
that someone wasn't picking un the things that you 
should pick uv before a child dies. 

Og And that was a Boer of 
concern that was discussed at Mrs. Trayner's home in 
the afternoon of the 23rd? 

A. That's correct. 

Gi Well, have you now told me 


all that you can remember of that conversation during 


those four hours in the afternoon of Monday, the 23rd? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4690 
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dr.ex. (Lamek) 


A. Tha test comnece . 
ug Des Okay. And then about six 


o'clock you left to go to Mrs. Radojewski's home? 


A. Yes: 

On And you arrived there at what 
time? 

A. Approximately seven o'clock. 

Qe Were others there when you 


arrived or were you among the first of the arrivals? 

A. I believe there were other 
ones there but I don't know exactly who. 

Qn All right. By the time the 
whole group had assembled, can you tell me approximately 
how many people were there? 

A. Iereally don't knows, Lican 
say more than ten. 

oy More than ten. Is there any- 
one that you can particularly recall as having been 
there? I take it five of you from the meeting at 


Mrs. Trayner's apartment were all there? 


A. Ri@nt. 

or Mrs. Radojewski was certainly 
there? 

Ds Thats oight. 

Oe Can you remember anybody else? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. , 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Frise 4691 
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1 
2 e Sue = Nellesswas there, 
3 Phyllis Trayner was there, Mary Costello was there, 
4 | Karen Power was there, Jane Partridge, Janet Beed -- 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, who was 
| the last one, Janet. ..< 
THE WITNESS: Janet Beed. 
! THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, yes. 
S| MR. LAMEK: And that is spelt as 
9 in the venerable, Mr. Commissioner. 
10 (Ben Can you remember anybody else? 
rie A. Angie Basciano. 
12 MR. SCOTT: How do you spell that? 
1B MRy LAMEK= That’. think’ has: a, ‘c* 
in the middle of it. 
A. Thats ravdnit. “No-one ‘else 
2 that I can remember at this point. 
16 OF How long did you stay at 
Ty Mrs. Radojewski's home that evening? 
18 A. Approximately 10:30, eleven 
19 orelock:. 
20 Ore And essentially we've got 
another four-hour meeting? 
2 A. That! s<correct. 
= rs Thae's your second four-hour 
23 session of the day? 
24 
25 
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A. Yes.. 

(Ol What do vou recall of that 
discussion, please? 

A. The discussion of malpractice. 


THE COMMISSIONER: The discussion of 
what? 

THE WITNESS: «.Malpractice. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Oh, malpractice. 
MR. LAMEK: 9. Well, first get the 
topics that you can recall and then we can go back 

over it. There was some discussion of the subject 
of malpractice. Can you remember any other topics that 

were discussed? 

A. That no one had any worries, 
especially, I can remember Sue Nelles stating that she 
had no worries, she didn't make any mistakes, she gave 
the child the care that she knew was proper. 

Os Is that inthe context of 


Pacsai or generally? 


A. In .the topic of Pacsai. 
Q. vi Hate I vo 
A. I made the question to Mary 


Costello about digoxin. 
Q- Okay. 


A. There was the topic about how 
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some of the girls were asked not to come in to work 
on the Sunday night and as to when they will be 
called back, who would let them know, and Liz would 
let them know. 

Q. Do you remember any other 
subjects or topics that were discussed? 

A. Not that decxh recall now. 

ORs All right. Can we go back 
over the list very briefly. You say the subject of 
malpractice was dilecusseds Can you tell me what you 
understood malpractice to be about, why was that topic 
raised, in your mind? 

A. The topic was raised because 
we had talked about mistakes; in other words, dida 
nurse make a mistake, and with malpractice it is an 
insurance that covers you for your mistakes, et cetera. 

O- Well, that topic arose in 
the context of a discussion as to whether there had 
been mistakes on the ward? 

A. That's correct. 

anes Mistakes that were somehow 
involved with the deaths or perhaps may have caused 
the deaths. Was that the topic? 


A. Yes. 


IO 


And in particular mistakes 
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|] 1 
| 2 with respect to drug administration, was that dis- 
a 3 cussed? 
4 || . A. I don't think we narrowed it | 
| P | down to anything in particular. 
ej . On Okay. Was the discussion | 
that mistakes and the care given to the children may . 
zB | : be a possible explanation for the deaths that had | 
P been occurring, or for) some off therdeathstthat had 
j 9 been occurring? | 
z | 10 A. Can you say that again, please. 
11 D:. Yes. Was the discussion 
Z| 12 that perhaps there had been mistakes made which may 
13 be an explanation for some of the deaths that had 
| occurred? 
14 
a | A. I think that did come up or 
Me malpractice wouldn't have come into the conversation. 
z | 16 Or Yes. Was there a discussion 
17 generally as to the deaths that had occurred, as you 
i 18 say there had been in the afternoon at Mrs. Trayner's | 
B | 19 home? 
q ‘ ne Yes. 
a | ve The same sort of discussion 
“i in the evening at Mrs. Radojewski's home? 
B | a A. nat seeming iit. 
a | 23 OV Other than the possibility tha 
P 24 
a | 25 
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maybe mistakes had been made in some cases, was any 
other explanation advancéd as to the cause of the 
deaths? 

A. Were we "as nurses not picking 
up what we should be picking up to help the child, 
you know, not to go into an arrest. 

Ors Again, the same sort of thing 
as you had discussed in the afternoon at Mrs. Trayner's 
home? 

A. That Ss right. 

Q. Can you remember any of the 
details of that disucssion? 

A. Some of the girls were feeling 
that they weren't picking up and doing their adequate 
care that they should have done, they were feeling like 
it was their fault, like, they should have done better 
or why didnt I) gust noticelenis: 

OF Is it fair to say that people 
were, casting around trying to find any explanation that 
seemed plausible for these deaths? They were concerned 
and they were trying to find an explanation? 

A. That's correct, yes. 

De Pl Sei oh Youralsor recall 
that particularly Miss Nelles, people said they réally 


didn't have any concern. Did they mean by that, or did 
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you understand them to mean they were confident they 
hadn't made mistakes with these children? 


A. That's correct. 


Qs And Miss Nelles said this 
particularly with respect to Baby Pacsai? 

A. Thatesirignty: 

Os Did she say in the context of 
any particular manner of care that she provided to 
that child? 

A. No. 

Q. Addl wight. Just generally 
that she was confident that her care had been proper? 

A. That chcorrects 

QO. And ‘then you asked Mary 
Costello about digoxin. Can you tell me what you 
asked Mary Costello about digoxin? 

A. I asked Mary Costello, did 
some of these deaths or is this whole thingethatiis 
happening, does it have to do with digoxin. 


Q. Now, what prompted you to ask 


that question? 


A. I think I asked her that 
question from being at work on Sunday when the 
digoxin was locked up and that the supervisors there 


watch you draw up digoxin or any other medications. It 
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was like it was sort of a leak somewhere along the 
ee that digoxin had to do with these deaths or just 
about the Pacsai death in particular. 

O* Had you heard it said at any 
time prior to going to the meeting on Monday evening 
thatsediogxain may have had something to do with some 
of these deaths? Had you ever heard anybody say that? 
A. No-stnetrthat.I can recall. 

ye so, the question: came tovyour 
mind from your having observed on Sunday that the 
digoxin was locked up and so on and having learned I 
take it on Monday afternoon that Pacsai had a high 
digoxin level? Was that also part of your thinking? 

rg Thatasizniqht. 

Q. And you asked Mary Costello 
then whether digoxin had anything to do with any of 
these deaths. What did she say? 

A. She said that she couldn't 
comment on that point at that time. 

oe And did that serve to resolve 
your question or to increase your concern? 

A. Increase my concern. 

QO. All seright. Did .vou raise the 


question with anybody else at the meeting, the question 


of digoxin involvement in any of the deaths? 
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A. No, I did not. Iasked Mary 
and as soon as I asked her everyone listenéd; it went 
quiet, everyone listened and then that topic was kind 
of ended and wasn't commented on anymore. 

OJ And then there was discussion 
you say that the nurses, some of the nurses had been 
told not to come in on Sunday, Sunday evan ae 

A. Tha Ss cient. 

on Was it your understanding 
that it was Phyllis Trayner's team who had been told 
not to come in on Sunday? 

Ae That vexcormmect ¢ 

Die Was there discussion of why 
they had been told not to come in? 

Bhs Yes, there was, but it was 
never given an answer. 

0. All right. Nobody could say 


with any authority why that had happened? 


A. No. 
Ke Not even Mrs. Radojewski? 
A. She did not comment on it to 


us at that point. I believe she talked with the team 
on their own later. 
Oy. All right. But it was under- 


stood at the meeting that they would hear from Mrs. 
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A. 


Q. 
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Thatsrcorrect. 


Gan, you recall many other 


matter discussed or any other detail of the conversa- | 


tion from the meeting at 
the Monday evening? 
now. 


OV 


Mrs. Radojewski's house on 
Nothing more than I can recall 


Mier ghts And you left 


you say about 10:30 to eleven o'clock? 


A. 


husband and Janet Beed. 


Q. 


husband come to pick her 


place? 
A. 
Q. 
your “apartment? 
A. 
Q. 


That s right. 
Didsyourleave alone? 
Now Ledidenot. 

With whom did you leave? 
I left with Karen Power, her 


AlMerignt.e Did’ Karen, Powerts 


up at Mrs. Radojewski's 


Thats Tigntk, yes. 


And did they drive you to 


Tiat smeLonc.. 


Was there any discussion 


on the way there as to any of the matters that had come 
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up during the course of the meeting? 

A. Notethat. Decansreca..; 

Q. Now, between the Monday 
evening and the meeting at Mrs. Radojewski's house and 
the time when you learned of the arrest of Susan 
Nelles, and that I think was on Wednesday, the 25th, 
you heard that? 

A. Tater Lot. 

Ors Between those two times, 
Monday evening and Wednesday, the 25th, did you have 
any contact with Susan Nelles? 

Pcs Yes, I-did. 

Q. She had been at the meeting 
on Monday evening? 

A. Thats correct. 

OQ. And I nderstand from the 
evidence that you gave at the preliminary inquiry that 
you telephoned Susan Nelles on the evening of March 
24th, the Tuesday? 

A. Thatis rignt. 

OF Now, I think we can save some 
time with this, Miss Frise. You did give evidence 
about that at the preliminary inquiry. 

A. Yes. 

MR. LAMEK: Lees 


Mr. Commissioner, 
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found at Volume 17, in particular, in chief at pages 
20' sto’ 23 vand'S2 tor5é6peandithere are particular 
4 references in cross-examination by Mr. Cooper at 


5 pages.47-74 lands 373 
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Miss Frise, maybe we can shorten this. 


Have you read over the evidence that you gave at 


the preliminary inquiry at my suggestion, and 


particularly the evidence you gave about your 
telephone conversation with Miss Nelles on the 
evening of Tuesday, March 24th? 

A. Yes, I have. 

ae etnies Cane tairiy, and believe 
me without being critical, say that your evidence 
at the preliminary inquiry didn't disclose much by 
way of detailed recollection of either why you placed 
that call or the” content of the call. Is that fair? 

A. Theat. 0s) Ligne: 

@*% And rather than ask again all 
the questions that Mr. McGee and Mr. Cooper asked 
then, perhaps I can simply ask you this: do you have 
any recollection now as to why you placed that call, 
why you selected Susan Nelles to call and what you 
discussed with her other than as you disclosed it in 


the preliminary inquiry evidence? 


A. Noy? I-don*t’think Ihave anything 
more. 

On ALI Gignt... Are you a friend of 
Susan Nelles? 

A. No LYwas Not. "Uust a’ ftrvend at 
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worktsorthofe things 

O48 You did not socialize with her 
outside the hospital? 

A. Novitndid not: 

Q. DO you recall any prior occasion 
when you telephoned her? 

Ax No. 

Ox Atlnxvighted Assltrecaliitt the 
Sum and substance of your evidence at the preliminary 
inquiry, you asked her how she was doing; she said 
she was doing fine. You said you were scared. And 


she said not tofworry?: 


A. ghacylseright. 

Q3 Why were you scared? 

A. Scared of the whole thing. Scare 
of why they were taken from -- why they were asked not 


to come back to work. Maybe, as I recall it now, mayb 
it was to do with the Pacsai child, because I worked 
that day and she worked that night. 

Oe Yes. 

A. And the coroner's inquest that 
was going to be involved with that child. Would I hav 
EORIO2COrLC. 


Or. Is it fair to;say that incident 


in particular, the Pacsai case and the possible inquest, 
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and the whole of the events since Sunday, and the 
concerns that had been expressed on Monday, all came 
together in your mind to make you rather upset and 
nervous about the situation? 

A. Tie eS correct, yes. 

re So there is no point asking you 
over and over ain the whys and wherefores of 
that conversation, what happened, is that fair? 

A. Tatts alr. 

OF All right. Perhaps we should 
move on. 

The third’ topic that’ I want to discuss 
with you is this: did you ever tell the police that 
some of the nursing staff at the hospital were believe 


to be holding information back from the police? 


A. Vesely cad. 

Gi Do you recall when you said that 
to the police? 

rss 17 Said, 2t- On. vune “Lyehn. Ls was 
on holidays. I don't remember the year. It was 


after the preliminary hearing. 


Q. After the preliminary hearing? 
A Yes. 

OF Lidtwe se cose Ore «30% 

A Yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 5 
TORONTO, ONTARIO dr . ex. (Lamek ) 4 0 5 
O% bees it help if IT tell you my 


information is it was June, 1982? 

A. fouatevs raght:. 

Os You were on vacation at your 
parents" home in Peterboro? 

A. That is correct: 


Os How was it that you were talking 


to the police at that time? 


A. From what I can recollect is that 
Mary Costello had phoned me and said that the police 
would like to talk to me; they need to talk to Pai: anid 
it was some great ordeal, and then I had hung up from 
her and I believe I called Murray O©f Murray called 
me. 

Oz Is that Constable Murray from 
the Metropolitan Toronto Police? 

A. That is right, yes. 

And he had stated that he wanted to com 
to Peterboro to talk to me, and. f°really couldn't 


figure out why he was coming to Peterboro to talk 


to me. 
O° Did you ask him why on the 
telephone? 
A. NO} eheecOn Cth rnc. did. 
Oo: ANd new=didn@tetell you? 
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A. No. 

Oe ALL reghtsfSoadid he come out 
to Peterboro to see you? 

A. Yes, he did. 

@. ALberigqghnt&s, And inethercourse of 
that conversation was there a discussion about the 
withholding of information from the police? 

A. You mean the police officer 
making the discussion? 

om Well, did he state it or how did 
the matter arise that it was believed that certain 
nurses were withholding information? How did that 
come up? It is not the kind of statement that comes 


up out of the blue. 


A. He asked me, 

oF. He asked you? 

we Yes. 

O.. Do you remember what he asked 
you? 8 

A. Do you know anyone who is possibl 


holding back evidence. 

Oe Albeuigqght. Did you tell him that 
you did believe that a couple of people were doing 
that? 


A. That is; correct. 
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Or Now, we have heard the names. 
Do you remember whom you identified? 

A. Yes. 

On Who were they? 

A. Bertha Bell and Karen Power. 

Q% At the time you said that to 
Constable Murray were you aware that those two 
people or either of them had indeed held ‘' back informa- 
tion fromthe police? 

A. NOG was not. 

OR Did you have any basis at all 
for saying to Constable Murray that Power and Bell had 
withheld information? 

A. The only real basis I have is 
that they, meaning Karen Power and Bertha Bell, 

Susan Nelles, all got together in Karen Power's house 
at a meeting and as friends, I think, they were just 
telling what they knew and nothing more. 

OFF Do you know when that meeting 
had taken place? 

A. It had taken place after Stsah 
Nelles was released on bail. 

er All right. That was a meeting 
at which you were not present? 


A. Thatvis. correct. 
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Ov How did you learn that that 
meeting had taken place? 

A. I had learned from Karen Power. 
She had come to work and stated -- said to me that 
they had a get together, I guess you would call it, 
and that the police had found out about this and 
weren't too pleased that these particular group had 
got together to talk with Susan Nelles. 

Os Now other than the fact that 
you had learned about that meeting, was there any 
other basis for suggesting to the police that Karen 
Power and Bertha Bell were withholding information? 

A. No, there is no other basis. 

Q. Was that an inference that you 
drew from the fact that such a meeting had taken 


place atcalil? 


A. Yes, I believe it is. 

Q. Other than that there is no basis 
£07 at 2 

A. No, there is no basis. 

Q. Finally I am showing to you, 


Miss Frise, the 4B Ward meeting book. 
Iso;t hank. j MrCommissioneryiethis is 
PochiDi esOlaesDoyou have that, sir? It is not 


terribly legible in thei.copy, Ihiam afraid. 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Pre! se 


TORONTO, O ARIO 470 
SEER: SaaS dr. ex. (Lamek) 


THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

MR. LAMEK: But I am going to look over 
Miss Frise's shoulder and read it. 

©. On page 7 of that book there is 


a note of a meeting dated October 22nd, 1980, between 


- Karen Power. Mary Costello, Meredith Frise and 


Shirley Ann Parcels. 
Now do you recognize the handwriting 


of the notes of that meeting? 


A. Yes, 2,.00.. 

Qe Whose handwriting is it? 

A. Mine. 

Or All right. Can you tell me first 


about ward meetings? Were they held on a regular 
basis or were they held as the topic arose that should 
be discussed? 

A. We tried to hold them on a 
regular basis, but as some topics arise then we 
would make sure we would have a meeting and get 
together. 

On All right. Do you recall whether 
the meeting of October 22nd was what you call a 
regular meeting or was it called to discuss a 
particular matter? 


A. I don't really recall whether it 
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1 
9 2 was a scheduled ward meeting. 
3 Ors All right. But you were present 
4 and you were the recording secretary, if you will. 
5 A. Yes. 
6 (a) In the first paragraph you 
recona: 
7 
"Talking about arrest on Sunday, 
° October 19th at 1600. That the team 
9 leader on 4A was not being supported by 
10 doctors. Two nurses on 4A feeling that 
11 thesarrest wasatheir) fault.” 


Now I tell you from the records that are made 


available to us, Miss Frise, I believe the reference 


— 
bo 


13 
to a death on Sunday, October 19th at 1600 was to 
is Antonio Adamo. Is that your recollection? 
= A. Thatjas coprect. 
16 O. And he had arrested and had 
17 died on that Sunday and this meeting was held three 
18 days later. 
19 Had there been concern on the ward 
20 about the death of that child? 
A. Yes, there was. 
24| 
On Can you tell me the nature of 
e the concern? Why were people concerned about it? 
a a A. They were concerned in that the 
= 24 
| 25 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 4 pier 


dr. ex. (Lamek) 


child died so quickly. Phyllis Trayner had went 

to pass an N.G. tube down the child because the 
child wasn't feeding very well for Mary Cooney 

and when she did pass the N.G. tube down the child 
arrested at that point so there was no onset of why 
this child arrested. It just happened very quickly. 

Oi. And that was a matter that was 
causing some concern to the nursing staff, was it? 

A. that: 1s correct. 

ap Le Says; 

"The team leader on 4A was not being 

Supported by doctors." 

Can you tell me what was the discussion about that 
Matter? What does that mean? 

A. I think it was Phyllis that was 
feeling that she wasn't being supported by doctors 
and that it was -- she passed the N.G. tube down 
and she was feeling it was her fault because she 
passed the N.G. tube down and she didn't consult with 
someone else before she passed the N.G. tube down. 

Os Well, was it your impression 
that she was really looking for some reassurance 
that it was not her doing that this child arrested, 
that she was not in any way responsible for it? 


A. She was looking for that from 
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the doctors, you mean? 

OF Yes. Is that what you under- 
Stood or something different? 

A. Ye Send Yess 

‘on Was She not getting the kind of 
reassurance that she wanted. Was that the complaint? 

A. That’ads correct. 


On The paragraph goes on: 


"Two nurses on 4A feeling the arrest 

was their fault." 
Can you tell me who they were and to the best of your 
recollection why they felt they were responsible for _ 
the arrest? 

A. From my recollection Mary Cooney 
and Phyllis Trayner in that -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Sorry, Mary? 


THE WITNESS: Mary Cooney. 


MR. LAMEK: Q. Cooney. Is that because 


they had been the two-involved with the child, Cooney 
cared for the child and Phyllis Trayner the one 
who had passed the N.G. tube? 

A. Thatyrsvcorrect. 

©. All right. Did they state any 
other reason to the best of your recollection for 


this feeling of responsibility? 
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Ss om 


iz 2 A. That they didn't pick something 
3 up before the child had this N.G. tube passed. 

4 Ox And then the note goes on about 
‘5 catheterizations, nurses and doctors and so on and 
down towards the bottom of the page, second last 


paragraph on the page you record the view presumably 


expressed at the meeting, "We need to have support 


meetings as soon as possible starting soon." 


Can you tell me what that was about? 
10 Be: Support meetings in that 


11 with having so many arrests and -some of the girls 


12 feeling uncomfortable that they didn't pick things up 


and that it was their fault that they didn't pick 


BemRees S&S S&S & | = 
| 
io) 


things up, we needed to talk amongst each other to 


25 


i reassure each other that we did give the best care that 
J 2 we possibly could, and if there was something there 
ij ” that we knew each of us were competent enough that 

17 we would pick up these things. 
ii 18 | Os Would the support meetings 

19 which were said to be starting soon support meetings 
i 20 just of nurses or were there to be other people such 
Ti a as physicians involved? 

A. No. From my recollection it was 
i | Ze 
: just nurses. 

= On All right. Now this is October 22nd 
i 
1} 
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of 1980. Was there a feeling that meetings of the 
kind you have described and for the purpose you 
described were important. Is that something the 
nurses felt they needed to have, mutual support and 
reassurance? 

A. Ves. 

OF et opr attended either of the 
morbidity and mortality rounds that were held in the 
month of September? 

A. Yes, I believe I attended one 
of them. 

O. When staff cardiologists were 
present and nursing staff and certain of the 
deaths were discussed? 

A. Thats eis errght 

OF Do you recall which one you 
attended, the one earlier in the month or the one 
later? 

A. I can't recall which one. 

Or AUT cEghnte? Anaawé have heard 
evidence as to what -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, I missed 
Chav. 

MR. LAMER:. OF8 'Can#twrecall 


which one. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise A715 
TORONTO, ONTARIO dr : ex. (Lamek ) 
De, Can't recall which one. 
0: We have heard evidence some many 


months ago now as to what was said at those meetings. 
Do I fairly characterize it as 

the physicians looking at certain deaths and saying, 

look, these children were terribly ill. There is 

nothing you did wrong. There is nothing you could 

have done to change the course of events. Was that 


the thrust that you remember? 


A. Yes. 

Of Were you reassured by those 
meetings? 

A. No, I was not. 

on Can you tell me why not? What 


troubled you, notwithstanding those meetings or the 
meeting that you attended? 

A. In that some of the children 
that did die, at the mortality rounds they would 
explain the heart defect and they would say why the 
child had died because of certain heart defect , but 
I knew that some of the children weren't that sick 
and the particular defect they had, shouldn't have 
died as soon as they did. 

OF Okay. Well, whether you were 


right or whether you were wrong I take it that you were 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
dr. .ex.. (Lamek) 


still not persuaded by the reassurance that you had 
been given at the mortality conference that you 
attended? 

Pe That -1s.correct. 

Ox At the meeting of October 22nd, 
did it appear to you that other nurses Similarly were 
not satisfied by the reassurances they received? 

A. That LS COrrect. 

Oe It says that those meetings, 
Support meetings would be starting soon. Did they in 
fact start soon? | 

A. I believe they did start soon. 


I don't know in how many days or a week. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO Frise ul dr.ex. ATT 
(Lamek) 
ys Were in fact meetings held 


with friends in an attempt to provide each other 
with support and reassurance over the deaths that 
were occurring? 

A. Yes, they were. 


OF Were they held in the Hospital 


or out of the Hospital? 


A. They were held both. 

On And did you attend those 
meetings? 

A. Some of them I attended, yes. 

on Did you find them useful and 


helpful in trying to understand what was happening? 

A. Sometimes. 

Oo Did you continue to have the 
feeling that you have already told me about, that 
some of the children who were dying did not, at 
least in your estimation, appear to be so sick as to 
lead you to expect them to die? 

A. Can you -- 

OF I know, that got awfully 
involved, let me start all over again. Notwith- 
standing the meetings that were held and which you 
attended, did you continue to feel surprised at the 


deaths of some of these children? 
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i Aneve sence seeta  (iamek) 
a 
1 
a. g A. Yes [udid, 
| 3 Q. Can you remember any particular 
\ 4 children at whose death you were surprised? 
q 5 A. Right off the top of my head 
q 6 is Jordan Hines. 
7 Q. That wasin March of 1981? 
a Bs That 3. COCrTSect. 
: Q. Yes. 
J ; : 
A. There is another baby that I 
dl 10 recall but I cannot remember what pie name is of the 
11 ehila, 
7 12 On I take it from what you have 
13 told me already that some of those deaths which 
| 14 surprised you must have occurred before October the 
J 22nd, because some of them included the babies 
a discussed at the mortality conference? 
16 
i A. Thats raghnt, 
17 QO. The note goes on, at the bottom 
‘I 18 of page 7: 
I 19 "Talking about dig. levels and reliefs 
20 giving double medication. The med 
“i a1 cards..." what — “put -on cardex: 
A. Yes. 
e| 22 
Os And had there been problems 
23 with duplication of digoxin doses? 
yl 24 
a 25 
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: ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise; dr -CX. 4719 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
1 
J 
Lo3 A. Yes, there had been. 
q 3 Q. Was that the context in which 
q = the talk of dig. levels occurred at this meeting? 
5 The note reads: 
7 6 "Talking about dig. levels and reliefs 
> giving double medication." — 
a | A. Yes. 
8 
©. - @ndehad that =I, think we heard 
9 
J some evidence that this was a situation where the 
| . time for the morning administration of digoxin was 
. 11 moved to an earlier time so that a sample could be 
J 12 taken for a digoxin level? 
13 A. Thateis correct. 
i 14 Q. And it was administered at 
ANNO DLO1C Locke 
ie 
A. Yes. 
16 
jl Q. And then the person coming on to 
17 
days would do it all over again not realizing it 
J 18 had been advanced? 
tl 19 AS That's right. 
| 20 Oe That had occurred on a few 
ft 1 occasions, had it not? 
As Thateswcigh't:. 
E | 22 
OF That was the context in which 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise, dr.ex. 4720 


TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 
A. That 1s correct. 
oO: Now, if I turn over to page 8, 


just a couple of matters there that I would like to 
ask you about please. There was apparently another 
meeting the next day, on October 25rd, 1980, but this 
was a rather better attended meeting. We hav "Karen" 


that I take it is Power; Shirley Anne is? 


A. Shirley Anne Parcels. 

fe) And Meredith is yourself? 

A That*'S Light. 

Q And Mary is? 

Ae Mary Costello. 

Oo: Diane? 

A. Diane Crosswell. 

ole Mary Cooney; Gloria, is that 
Ganassin? 

A. That's right; Jane Partridge. 

Os And Phyllis? 

A. Phyllis Trayner; Caror 


Putherbough and Janet Beed. 

OT Again a number of matters 
that were discussed, but there are two to which I 
draw your attention particularly. The very first 
note: 


"Karen Power started by saying that we 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise, dr.ex. 4721 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek) 


"need support and that we don't need 

Our team to break up.” 

As at October 23rd, 1980, had there 
been discussion of breaking up the nursing teams? 

A. Yes, there had. 

OO And in particular had there 
been discussion about breaking up the Phyllis Trayner 


nursing team? 


A. Yes, there was. 

oO: Do you know why that discussion 
had arisen? 

A. Excuse me; it had arisen 


because that particular team having so many deaths 
when they were always on working. | 

OF What is your earliest recollec- 
tion of such @ discussion, was it shortly before the 
meeting of October 23rd> was it weeks before, do you 
have any recollection? 

A. No, I don't have any real 
recollection, no. 

Or And Karen Power said, I gather: 

"That is not what is needed. What we 

need is some support." 

A. iat Secorrect:. 


On Had there been discussion among 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Preise,’ dr.ex. 4722 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


the members of your team as to whether you thought 

it a good idea to break up the nursing teams and 
move people around? Is this:: something you discussed 
with your fellow team members, or with your team 
leader? 

A. It was talk amongst everybody 
within the ward. 

O's Was the proposal, or the 
suggestion that was being discussed that all the 
team should be broken up, or in particular that 
Mrs. Trayner's team should be broken up? 

A. In particular Mrs. Trayner's 
team broke up, but once you break up one team you 
would have to break up everyone's team. 

Ore Anette right, if you broke 
up four or five people you have to shuffle everybody 
around to fill in the places? 

A. That is correct. 

Gr Had there been discussion to 
which you would be a party, whether people wanted 
to work on the Trayner team? 

A. Can you say that again. 

Oe Had you been involved in any 
conversation with other nurses on the ELOOL as .to 


whether you or they wanted to work on the Trayner 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTO. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (Lamek ) 


team, Lf there, was va shuffling around. 

A. There wwas qtalkvotuit ; yes. 

Q. And did you express any views 
in those discussions? 

As | I expressed views and so did 
other people that they did not want to work with 
Phy DLiss 

Oi Was that because her team was 
somehow regarded as clearly very unfortunate with all 


these deaths occurring? 


A. Pnaceesvcorrect, 

Q. Was there any other reason for 
aster 

A. Some of the nurses felt that 


Phyllis was not competent, and I mean incompetent 

as that she didn't, when she looked after children 
she didn't do the care that the child needed, things 
were being missed, she would avoid things or say 

she did something but didn't do it. 

OF Whether that be a valid 
observation or not, is that an impression that was 
Shared by a number of nurses on the floor? 

A. Yes 

On Is there a positive side to 


this business of not wanting to break up a team, 


Frise, dr.ex. 4723 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise; dadr.exX: 4028 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
(Lamek) 


Or work on Mrs. Trayner's team, in the sense that 
you already had a team and you worked and you preferre 
to continue to work together? 

A. There is a positive side about 
it. It is that working with the team leader you had- 
yourgot to know the team members, they knew what you 
were good at, what you were capable of, and they 
could rely on you. If you started with a new team, 
the team members would have to get to know you and 
see what you were good at, whether you could handle 
an assignment as well. 

QO; Do you recall any discussions 
following October the 23rd, not immediately following 
but after October 23rd, of the suggestion that the 
team be broken up and the nurses on the floor 
redistributed among the teams? 

A. That talk went on for a while, 
I don't know when it started and I don't know when 
it ended. 

Ox Was it your understanding that 
eventually a decision was reached not to change the 
Ceamseat, ali? 

A. From my best recollection, yes. 

Os Do you have any recollection 


as to when that subject was finally put to rest? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise, dr.ex. 4725 
TORONTO. ONTARIO (uanen) 
1 
2 
L339 R. No, I can't remember, no. 
: MR. LAMEK: Miss Frise, thank you 
é very much. 
5 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Miss Solomon? 
6 MS. SOLOMON: May I have one moment 
7 please. 
8 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, certainly. 
9 MS. SOLOMON: I have no questions. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Thank you. 


Mr. Brown? 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. BROWN: 


Os Miss Frise, my name is Brown and 
I act for Miss Nelles. During the course of your 
14 examination by Mr. Lamek he asked you as to the 
15 basis for your belief that Karen Power and. Bertha . 
Bell were withholding information from the police. 
If I recall you said the only basis you had was 
Karen Power told you she had a meeting, or got 
together with Susan Nelles some time after she was 
released on bail, is that correct? 


20 De That is correct. 


21 Q% Now, Karen Power said that 
22 Karen and Bertha Bell were.at that meeting with 
Susan Nelles? 


A. Tiatws correct: 
24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. FUSE. CY.eX. 4726 
TORONTO. ONTARIO ( Brown ) 
O™ And it was some time after 


Susan Nelles was released but before the preliminary 
inquiry? 

A. Yes. 

Or And do you recall whether it 
was soon after Miss Nelles had been released from 
jail? 

A. It was soon after, yes. 

Or; And Karen Power told you that 


she met with Susan Nelles, hadn't she? 


Aes Yes. 

On She volunteered the information? 
Bos Yes. 

Oy And what did Karen Power tell 


you about the get together she had with Miss Nelles? 
pe She stated that they had a 
get together, she didn't state what they had really 
talked about; and that the police had found out that 
they had gotten together with Sue Nelles and that 
they were not too pleased about this. Sue, I mean 
Karen Power was told that they were not to have these 
get togethers again with Susan Nelles. 
Oz Do you know who told Karen 
Power that? 


A. One, of the police officers, I 
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don't know who. 

O. Had Karen Power and Bertha 
Bell been friendly with Susan Nelles while Susan was 
working on the ward? 

A. Yes, they had. 

Die Would you say that the two 
ofv them, Lore thei three, of them sort of socialized a 
fair bit on the ward? 

A. Yes, they did. Yes. 

QO. Do you know whether the 
three of enen got together outside of the Hospital? 

| A. I believe Bertha and Sue did 


but I don't really know whether Karen did that much. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I don't know whether 


you want to ask this question. Was there some term 
available that prohibited this? 

MR. BROWN: There was a term of the 
bail, sir, that prohibited Miss Nelles® from speaking 
to four nurses iI believe, Phyllis’ Trayner, Sui’ Scott, 
Janet Brownless and Marianna Christie. I stand to be 
corrected but I don't think there was any other nurse 
or member of the Hospital contained in that Bail Order. 

THE COMMISSIONER: “Yes. All right. 

MR. BROWN: QO. So it was your 


impression that Miss Nelles had socialized with Bertha 
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Rll and Karen pewer before? 

A. Yes. 

@. And Karen Power didn't tell 
you any more details of that get-together other than 
what you have just told us now? 

A. Other than just Sue stating 
how terrible jail was, just a little conversation 
that I can remember. 

OR, So it would appear that 
Miss Nelles talked about her confinement in jail? 

A. That.“s correct: 

On And of course she was in jail 
for a couple of days? 

A. teeta sr bonis 

es And you probably agree with 
me that is a fairly traumatic experience? 

A. Yes), Geis 

OR I ttake iat''that:@t a ‘person 
is charged with four counts of murder and incarcerated 
for a couple of days it certainly would not be unusual 
for them to talk about being in jail? 

A. Nowe don’t think 1t would be 
unusual. 


Of. Now, you have mentioned that 


you felt the three of them got together at Karen Power's 
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house and they met as friends? 

A‘ Yes. 

Ov And this was after Susan 
had been released from jail? 


A. Yes. 


10 


c Would you agree with me that 
notwithstanding a person had pean charged with four 
counts of murder that person could still meet with his 
or her friends? 

ae that Se COLrLect.s 

She And so there would be 
nothing odd then in Miss Nelles meeting with her 
friends unless of course a judget had told her not to 
meet with tiieee friends? 

A. That syrignt. 

OF And would you agree with me 
that after a person has been charged with the deaths 
of four babies, confined in jail and then released 
on bail that a person in that position would need as 
much support as they could possibly get from their 
friends ard family? 

A. Yes. 

OF And it certainly wouldn't be 
unusual then for a person to turn to those friends 


with whom she socialized to seek that support? 
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A. Yes and no. I would feel 

that she would go for support but I would figure she 
family 

would probably stick with / any more than friends 

she necessarily worked with at the Hospital where, 

you know, this big thing occurred. 

Q. Now when you were at the 
Hospital you work’ a 12-hour day, don't you? 

As vest 

OF And I take it you get to 
know the people on your shift pretty well? 

A. Yes. 

QF And I would take it that you 
might have friends outside of the Hospital but you 
might well develop pretty good friendships inside the 
Hospital? 

A. 1eS. 


Oo. So if you did develop those 


friendships, those friends, the nurses in the Hospital 
may be people you turn to in a time of need and support? 
a Yess 
Ox You would agree with me, 
however, it would probably be very improper for a 
person charged with four counts of murder to go to a 


nursing friend and discuss in great detail what went 


on with those four children? 
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Frise a7 3r 
cr.ex. (Brown) 


A. Can you rephrase that again, 
Lan Sorry. 

O% Would you agree with me that 
it would be improper for Miss Nelles to meet with her 
friends, her nursing friends, after she had been put 
out on bail and to talk in great detail about what went 
On with those four children? 

THE COMMISSIONER: It might be unwise 
but I don't think it would be improper. Why would it 
be improper? The witness may agree with you but I 
don srt. 

MR. BROWN: Okay. 

Os Well, do you think it would 
be wise for Miss Nelles to go out and to talk about the 


details of the four charges with her friends? 


A. No, it wouldn't be wise. 

Oz No, it wouldn't be wise, would 
it? 

AL Nos 

Oy Because there would be a 


preliminary hearing pending, would there not? 

A. Yes. 

OF And those people might well 
be asked to go and testify at that hearing, might they 
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That is correct. 


And so you would want the 


evidence to be as fresh and untarnished as possible, 


wouldn't you? 


Q. 


Etats mien ots 


Were you aware that as soon as 


Miss Nelles was released on bail that her two lawyers 


expressly told her not to talk about the details of 


any of those four children with any friends? 
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MR. PERCIVAL: I gather Mr. Cooper 
is going to come and give that evidence? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, he puts 
the question, if she is aware of that fact, I suppose 
that solves the problem she isn't aware of it, so it 
doesn't advance us that much further. I certainly 
think Mr. Cooper has enough problems in life. 

MR. BROWN: Well, I will simply 
restate the question. 

QO. Were you aware that Miss 
Nelles' lawyers Hadi told her when she was released 
from bail that she was not to talk about the details 


of those cases with any person at the Hospital? 


A. I don't really know. 

Q. Well, you don't know, do you? 
A. No. 

Q. Well, I simply put it to you 


that she was told that. 

A. Okay. 

Oo. Now, after the bail and before 
you testified at the preliminary inquiry, did you 
ever meet with Susan Nelles? 

pee NOge leaid: not. 

OF Did you ever discuss the de- 


tails of the four charges with her? 
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1 
2 A. Noy 2 oa noe. 
3 Oe And you said that she met 
4 with Karen Power. Did Karen Power say to you Susan 
5 had discussed with us in great detail what went on 
6 with those four children that she had been charged 
with? : : | 
7 ; 
Ae No, Not chat © Can recall 
: Or. Weltyrcan 1 put, ite to you 
9| then, and I suggest that you have no information that 
10 Susan Nelles violated the express instructions of her 
11 lawyers, do you? 
12 eee Say that again. 
13 MS. SOLOMON: She has already stated 
that, Mr. Commissioner. 
= He COMMISSIONER: ~ Yes. It* isnot 
= really my concern whether she did or not. 
16 MR. BROWN: Well, sir, I think the 
17 suggestion has been raised by the evidence that there 
18 was something unwise or improper in Miss Nelles 
19 meeting with friends after a most traumatic experience 
20 and I certainly don't want to leave this tribunal with 
the impression that Miss Nelles violated the very 
os express instructions of her lawyers not to talk about 
oe the details. 
23 MR. TOBIAS: I didn't get that 
24 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 
Crvex. (Brown) 


impression, Mr. Commissioner. I thought the evidence 
was led and the fact came out. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. Well, that's 
fine. Can I assure you if I reach that impression it 
will not affect me in any way. If she is the kind 
of client that doesn't pay any attention to what her 
lawyer says that is exactly the kind of client I used 
to have all through my practice. 

MR. BROWN: Well, sir, I take it if you 
would be satisfied with that then I am sure you would 
have been satisfied with her then as a client. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just one thing 
though before we go on. Why did that lead you to the 
belief that Karen Power and Bertha Bell were with- 
holding something Baas the police knew all about it? 
You see, this all started by your having said something 
that Karen Power and Bertha Bell were withholding 
something from the police but apparently in the same 
breath you tell us that the police knew that they had 
the meeting. There must be something else. Can you 
help us at all as to what it was you thought? 

THE WLITNESS:= No,*not: that I can 
recall at this pointe, no. 

THE, COMMISSIONER: No. Yes, all 


right. ‘tanks. What do you think, Miss Forster? 


=? ih aD 
“aay. 2F 42% 2803 Ze eee’ LEGS SEQR <RM 


. 


Bote eit ae ade: 
vacl aailin’ ey OLIAB IA tee: 
baer I stae2in. Se ary Siz Pitre” 
pte Sich: : 
Divew Wey: Aeve, 16D popt Pease tS OY basta blwow 
4n3313'o ed note Seif Wee he ORaen mgd quit 

rare sro 24 JRRMOTReIMIGS St . 
ahd ot poy Beet PEST hil Wa, ho OF oH sighed ap uodsy 
-ficgw sasv [16a sesi67 bane waWed asta fens Yo: led 


cat duoda "Le weak woeifea ef! sanredot eotssemme - pels ios 


ovidioucge Stee pyived yuoy ys Berretse 41é eit ,ode Hoy 


pathfotttcv scow Lilet etteed bas sewed APeX Sasi2 
ause sit ab yisdnenadga Jud op) log ods aos? pringenoa 
bec yorts? Sats vedd ecto ao gede au Lie? voy dieozd 
voy sel seis pruidgsnoe od seu esed? «patisan oc 
‘oipwets woy enw 21 dame of om Lis 28 ay gion 

ens | teed £08 .oW «sRERMrrW Ant 
on rehog nist te dieser 

[te \es¥Y oy s@toTRened> Bit 


= << = «= 


= € 


- 


PS SS See =e ee a © Se 
oo ~s ~ q™ a ~ "> 
od & ~~ — ~ ow ~ 


a 
—_ 


= 


J4 


24 


25 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise AIG 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
cr.ex. (Brown) 


MS. FORSTER: Mr. Commissioner, I have 
to go to a funeral this afternoon. I would be grate- 


ful if 1 could «go. now and 1, will be. very short. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MS. FORSTER: 

Oe First of all,-Miss Frise | 
(pronounced freeze) -- 


A. It's Frise (pronounced fries). | 


On PivereOteall . LeOvane © Carch 
your evidence to Mr. Lamek about your educational 
background. Can you telijme first of all, did you 


complete high school? 


A. est. 

Q. Grade 13 or Grade 12? 

A. Grade 12. 

Q. And where did you attend 


school after you completed Grade 12? 


A. I had taken my nursing 
training with my Grade 11 and 12. | 
QO. So, it was done with your 
high school training? 
De Pic set Ldn te. 
ie And on completion of Grade 12 


you started working as an RNA? 


As You have to write the exam 
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Fansite ited Spree reer 4737 
just like as 18 you took it at college. 
Oy And when did you write your 
exams? | 
Ps When I was finished my 
training, 979% 
Oe 1979. And then immediately 


thereafter you started to work at The Hospital for 


Sick Chaldren? 


Td ches ae TOIT 


Ao 

Q. Had You up until March or 1931 
taken any courses in cardiology? 

A. NO- te nad Not. 

Oy Now, you mentioned to Mr. 
Lamek that there was a feeling amongst several of the 
nurses ‘that they didn”t want to work on the Phyllis 


Trayner team; is that correct? 


Be That's correct. 

O° And you told Mr. Lamek that 
one of the reasons for that feeling was that everybody 
thought the team had been unfortunate in being present 
for so many deaths; is that correct? 

A. Tat S COLrrect. 

Or Is it fair to say that some 
people thought the team was jinxed because there were 


so many deaths occurring while that team was on duty? 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 
cr.ex. (Forster) 


A. That 's,correct.« 
QO. Okay. Now, you also mentioned 


that some people didn't want to work on Phyllis 


Trayner's team because Phyllis didn't do the child 
care that was needed and that she would say she did 
things but didn't, that she hadn't really done; is- 
that correct? 

A. That's what I said, yes. 


Q. And was that a feeling you 


had or just simply a feeling somebody else told you they 
had? 

A. I guess I can say a feeling 
that someone else -- we had talked about it. I had 
never seen Phyllis look after children; I had always 


seen Phyllis as a team leader. 


O¢ Had you ever worked on 
Phyllis’ team? 

A. You mean over on 4A on her 
team? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Nopenot that [I can recail,.no. 

Q-. Al? right.weladayou, ever 


observed her caring for children? 
A. On one occasion, yes. 


Os When was that? 
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To eee one ack ! : : eet Me 

A. She looked after a child that 
had died in her arms, that's the only occasion that 
i can recall. 

Q. And were you present while 
she was caring for/thischild? 

A. I would have been on 4B side, 
yes. : 

On And did you see her actually 
caring for the chaid? 

A. When you say caring, was I 
in the room observing her doing her thing? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No, I would not have been in 
the room observing her. 

Os ne Sonthensitetsesfair to say 
you didn't see anything improper in her care of the 
child, did you? 

As That's correct. 

OQ? And were there any occasions 


when Mrs. Trayner told you that she had done something 
that in fact she hadn't done? 

A. No, there was none. 

MS. FORSTER: Okay. Thank you. Those 
are all my questions. 


THE COMMISSIONERS, Yes. All right. 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO =a 


Thank you. Well now, we are getting closer to the 
hour. What do you want, Mr.Hunt? 

MR. HUNT: Well, I would prefer to 
start when we come back. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Ali right. Well, 
we will rise now then until 2:15. 

| MR. TOBIAS: Mr. Commissioner? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. TOBIAS: I am suggesting that 
perhaps if you can be available and myself and Mr. 
Lamek, yourself, Mrs. Solomon and perhaps Mr. Young 
to have a short meeting over the luncheon recess to 
discuss matters with which I am sure you are aware. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. Well, do we 
have to have it over the luncheon recess? 

Mk. TOBIAS: Well, I’m afraid, that if 
we don't, the whole point of the meeting may be 
forgone, I may get reached for cross-examination this 
afternoon. 

MR. YOUNG: Perhaps we can meet 
at 2:15, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think we can 
meet at 2:15 and then we will see what happens then 
if its allies Gnee wach vou, sir OOldas. 


MR. TOBIAS: Fine, sir. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: We may be late 
then -- we will obviously be late but that's the way 


Leis. 


--- luncheon recess. 
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Frise 4742 
ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 5 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Cr. CX. (Hunt) 


---Upon commencing ate2 2340. 
THE COMMISSIONER: .Yes, allright now, 
Mi Haunt. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. HUNT: 


Oo. Miss Frise (pronounced Freeze). 

A. Excuse me, it's Frise (pronounced 
Fries jn 

QO. I'm sorry, Miss Frise. My name 


is Hunt and we represent the Attorney-General and the 
Crown attorneys and the coroners at this proceeding. 

The days of Monday, March 23rd and 
Tuesday, March 24th of 1981, those are the days, the 
Monday and the Tuesday after Justin Cook died, if 
that helps you fix it, a number of unusual things 
happened in your life I take it. 

A. Yes. 

Oz), And. the firstrof .those;.as LI 
understand your evidence this morning, was that on 


Monday the 23rd you received a phone call from Phylli 


Trayner. 
A. ThaAtes CcOrrect. 
on Had she ever phoned you before? 
pe NO, enOkwat tLhatyooint, sno. 
Ou. And the phone call was to invite 


you to her house in the afternoon? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. : : 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Frise 4743 


ers ex... (Hunt) 
A. That sPeorrect, yes. 
Oe And had she ever invited VOuUrtiLo 
her house before? 
A. No, she had not. 
Q All right. Had you ever socialized 


with her at allebpetore? 


A. Noteother than work, no. 


om Sopel takeeltethen that this 


invitation extended to you by her personally on the 
afternoon of Monday, March 23rd really «came enroute 
of the blue. 

A. What do you mean by out of the 


blue? 


O% You had no reason to suspect that 
she was going to be calling you to invite you to a 
get together at her house for any reason. 

A. I guess I don't understand what 
you are trying to say, sorry. 


Or Well, if you had never socialized 


with her before. 


A. Right. 


OF Never had a phone call from her 
before, never been to her house before, then I take 
it you had no reason as of that day to expect that 


you were going to receive a phone call from her 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Frise 4744 
Cre ox.  CHUnt) 


inviting you to go to her house. 

A. Yat ese cit. 

Q. And that's what I mean by came 
out of the blue. 

A. Right, Okay. 

On There was no indication to you 
before hand that this was about to happen. 

A. Yes, “cCiat. s COnLeCct. 

OF Now, at the meeting at her house 
in the afternoon you have indicated that you talked 
generally about all the deaths. 

A. este 

OF And about the possibility of a 
coroner's inguest into Baby Pacsai's death. 

A. Tia e Ss. COGTeECt yes. 

OF And the question of whether 
nurses were missing something that may have contribute 
to the deaths of the children. 

A. Right. 

Or, All right. Now, at this meeting, 
was there anyone who was more vocal than anyone else 
or who led the discussion. 

A. Ae this point what 1 can recall 
is Phyllis Trayner being the most vocal. 


O- All right. Are you able to recal 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 4 
TORONTO, ONTARIO Frise 4745 
Cre, exe. (Hint) 


enough of the conversation to indicate whether or not 
it was a case of Phyllis Trayner seeking information 
Or views from the others who were present? 

A. Yes; “> think iso, -ves. 

Or And did Phyllis Trayner give 
any indication, any information or views of her 


own to the others of you who were present? 


A. Nov noe that Ie'can* recall. 
No. 

© Well, I think you said this morn- 
ing ‘that’ you thought "1 was Phylivs Trayner "that 
indicated that the reason why there was going to be 
a coroner's inquest into Baby Pacsai was because he 
had died within 24 hours of being admitted tothe 
hospital. 

ay Yes,that's right, yes. 

oO; So,) invaddition to that piece 
of information did she put forward any other views or 
explanations for questions raised? 6 

A. No, other than that she was just 
worried about why there were so many children that 
had died, nothing else. 

Or Did anyone at the meeting seem 
to be preoccupied with this question of the deaths? 


A. When we were there that was, like 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4746 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 
er. ex. (Hunt) 


the main topic which would come up back and forth’ 
was why there were so many deaths and what was 
happening. 

Or And with respect to that 
particular topic again, is it your recollection that 
Phyllis Trayner was the one who was most vocal or 
led the discussion? 

A. Yes, from my recollection, yes. 

Q. Now, the next unusual thing that 
happened to you on those two days was that you attende 
a meeting at Liz Radojewski's house that evening. 

A. Thats right. 

O.. And I take it that that meeting 
is something the likes of which you had never been 
coveted in before. 

A You mean meeting, going to some- 
one's house? 

0. I am more directing my question 
to the substance of the meeting, the matters that 
were discussed there. 

ae No, OKay. 

oF Allerignt. | Youwagree. that 
that was something that was quite out of the ordinary. 

A. Les. 


Or. At the meeting you indicated that 
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TORONTO. ONTARIO 


(Hunt) 


you raised the question with Miss Costello about 
the digoxin. 
A. Tet sircomrect:. 
Q. And her response to your question, 
I think you said was that she couldn't comment on it. 
A. titak" sxmigh ti. 
it strikes me that the 


Or Now, 


Significant thing about that response is not so much 


what was said but what wasn't said by her when she 


told you that she couldnt comment on it. Did that 
response of hers have an effect on you? 
A. As I stated before, yes, it did 


have an effect because it didn't answer my question. 
That led me to think, what about digoxin, why can't 
she tell me. 

oe Did it leave you to believe 
that there was something going on that she knew about 
that you didn*t? 

A. Thats Correct. 

O- And did her response have an 
effect on anyone else that was there that you could 
see? 

A. When I asked the question, as 
I stated before, everyone in the room sort of went 


quiet and then when she gave her response everyone 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4748 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


crvrex.« (Hunt) 


sort of looked and then the conversation went on. 

Or AVLPrLight. Sid the tenor of the 
meeting change after that answer was given by Miss 
Costello? 

A. Everyone was sort of shocked and 
I think there was another topic brought up at that 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 
Cr, OX. 
Q. Did you 


yourself after that response was 
A. Yes. 
O¢ Did you 


appeared to feel the same way? 


Ae That is 


Oe Did that occur early on in 
the discussions that took place that night or half way 


through or near the end, are you able to recall? 


4749 
(Hunt) 


feel more uncomfortable 


given? 


observe that others 


correct; uyess 


A. Teams not able to recall as to 


when it occurred. 


Q. But no question that as far | 


as you were concerned that response given in the 


context of the meeting suggested to you that there 


was something going on that she knew about that she 


wasn't at liberty to talk about? 


A. Can youvsay that’ again; please? 
©. I say there is no question 


I take it from what you said that that response by 


Mrs. Costello, given in the context of this meeting, 


led you to believe that there was something going on 


that she knew about but that she was not able to talk 


about? 


A. The answer that she gave me 


led me to believe that, yes. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


cr.ex. (Hunt) 


O32 Ali right. Then ytheanext 
unusual thing that happened to you in those two days, 
as I understand your evidence, is that on the Tuesday 
you called Susan Nelles? 

A. Thateis correct. 

©’. And that is unusual because 


you had never called her before? 


A. Phatwis right. 

@'. Had she ever called you? 

A. tick she had not. 

QO. Did you call anyone else that 


night? And by anyone else I mean anyone connected with 
Wards 4A or 4B? 

Ae From what I can recall I 
believe I phoned Phyllis first of all and then phoned 
Sue, but my conversation with Phyllis was very short. 

Q. ALLeright. What was the 
purpose in calling Phyllis? When you say Phyllis I 
assume you are referring to Phyllis Trayner? 

A. That is correct. 

~~. * What was your purpose in 
calling Phyllis Trayner? 

A. Probably again to see how she 
was doing, and I think to get the telephone number of 


Sue's. 
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Q. AIS right.) And you say you 
think it was very short. Are you able to recall how 
lone it was? 

A. Maybe five minutes. Give or 
take. I may not be right there. 

le You Say you called her to see . 
how she was doing and to get Susan Nelles' phone 
number? 

A. Thatei snrighes 

ls Why did you'call her: toisee 
how she was doing? 

A. Well, again she was asked not 
to come in on the Sunday night. To see how she was 
doing; how she was coping. 

Q. And was that the first time 


you had phoned Phyllis Trayner? 


A. From what I can recall, yes. 
On Now, after you spoke to her, 
and I take it -- did you get the phone number for Susan 


Nelles from Phyllis Trayner? 

A. I believe I did, yes. 

Q. And after you got that you 
then phoned Susan Nelles? 

A. Thats ight . 

Q. 


And this was the first time 
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that you had called her? 


A. Thate Leer vgnit' 
Oh And what was your reason for 
calling her? | 
A. To see how she was doing. | 
oe What do you mean to see how 
she was doing? 
A. Again, how she was coping. 


She also was asked not to come in on Sunday night, and 


she was told that, you know, she would be told when 
she could come back. 

Q. Yes. 

A. I stated to her that I was 
scared and she had stated back to me that there was 
nothing to be scared of. Everything was going to be 
okay. 

Or You said you phoned both of 


them to see how they were doing. Was there any 


particular reason that it was thse two people that 
you phoned to see how they were doing as opposed to 
any of the other nurses that were present at either 
of the meetings you attended on Monday? 
A. The only real thing I can 
recollect is the reason I phoned Susan Nelles is because 


again she may possibly be involved with the Pacsai 
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Coroner's inquest and that because I admitted the 
child or transferred the child in through the day that 
Lemaysberanvolvedrinwitealso. 

QO, Did you have some particular 
concern about how these two people were coping with 


the situation that caused you to phone them and only 


them? 
A. Ligonst really recalls 
On Pardon? 
A. I don't really recall. 
OS There was in addition to the 


Pacsai matter of the inquest that caused you to call 


Susan Nelles, you indicated to her that you were 


scared. 
A. tedids 
Q. And what were you scared about?, 
A. Scared of this whole thing. 


Why were they asked, you know, why were they asked not 
to come to work. . Scared about maybe the answer that 
Mary Costello had given me at that meeting about 
digoxin, that she couldn't talk about it. 

Q. Why did you choose Susan 
Nelles to phone for the first time on that evening 
because you were scared? 


Ps Because as I said before, 
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2 probably to do with Pacsai. She was going to be 


3 involved with the Pacsai, and maybe she could reassure 
4 me, you know, that everything was going to be okay. 
s| hae I take it your phone call 
f to Phyllis Trayner that night didn't have anything to 
do with the Pacsai inquest, did it? 
q A. Nop Radon ttdthaenkut tedi di No. | 
5 Ot, Did you tell Phyllis Trayner i 
| as well that you were scared? 
10 DS. No. ~enot that can recall, 
11 Oe You weren't on Phyllis Trayner' 
12 team,. were voue. 
A. No, I was not. 
13 
Ove And there were others who 


were on your team that attended the meeting at Liz 


Radojewski's house, were there not? 


16 A. Yes, there was. 
17 Or Didwitwcrossmyour mind to 
18 call any of the people that were on your own team to 
19 discuss your fears with them? 
A. I guess it didn't at the time. 
a OS Did you socialize with Susan 


Nelles prior to this conversation with her on the 
telephone on the night of the 24th of March? 
23 A. NO ai Gilda not. 
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Or Does it strike you as strange 
that having neither socialized with Phyllis Trayner 
or Susan Nelles prior to that point in time, and not 
having phoned them or received phone calls from them 
prior to that point in time, you went out of your way 
to contact both of them ongeheinighthet the 24th to 
discuss the matters that you have aedtcaned you dis- 
cussed with them? 

A. Can you state that again? 

OF Does it strike you as strange 
that after having really no social relationship with 
these two nurses at all prior to that point in time, 
that on the night of the 24th you yourself went out 
of your way to speak to both of them about your own 
feelings, your own concerns? 

A. When you say "strange", 
meaning it is strange that I calléd those two as 


opposed to Karen Power or someone else? 


OG Yesn 

A. I guess it be called strange. 

D. Do you have any explanation 
£orsuc? 

A. No; + Indor nots 

Q. Now you told my friend Mr. 


Lamek this morning in June of 1982 you told Constable 
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Murray from the Metropolitan Toronto Police that you -- 
in response to a question from him as to whether or 
not you thought there was anyone possibly withholding 
information, you gave the names Bertha Bell and Karen 
Power. 

A. Tat 12s) right. 

2QOx And you have explainéd as 
well to my friend Mr. Lamek and to the Commissioner in 


some questions asked by him, what the basis for that 


was. It involved the fact that you had been informed 
of a meeting that had taken place that apparently met 
with the disapproval of the police. 

Now I think we can all appreciate 
that sometimes people have feelings thatvare! difficult 
to put a finger on. 

A. That a8 Tignt. 

Os I want to ask you, is there 


or was there at that time anything else about Bertha 


Bell that led you to feel that possibly she was with- 
holding some information from the police? 
A. Nothing that 1 can srecall, sno. 
Q. Is there anything as you cast 
back through your memory that Bertha Bell said to you 
at any time that would have given you some reason to 


wonder in your own mind whether she was telling 
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i 2 everything that she knew? 
Ei | 3 Be Notweyee Tecan recall, no. 
* 4 @. Is there anything in her | 
a | 5 attitude that you can recall that would have raised that 
4 type of question in your mind? : 
J A. Yess 
7 
a | Q. What was that? 
| A. In her attitude in that she 
a| 9] would state that the police would come -- the police 
10 would come and talk to her all the time; were always 
a 11 bugging her. That didn't please her at all. She 
a | 12 wasn't pleased with that. | 
13 OF ismimesiair to say that then 
| you perceived in her attitude a rather negative 
| i response to the police efforts to ask her questions? 
| i A. Thahins cornectp yes: 
ij 16 Q. Was she rather vocal in that 
7 17 particular response that she had? 
“TI 18 As What do you mean "vocal"? 
19 Q. By vocal I mean did you hear 
a! = her say it more than once? 
cy A. I think maybe I heard her say 
ak 
Lt stwace. 
@ 22 Ore wes. 
23 AS From what I can recall. 
a 
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O. When she said it would she 
say it in a rather emphatic way? 

A. She said it in a way that 
she was mad. She was not pleased that they were always 
rapping on her door or coming to the floor to find her. 


Q. Did you get the feeling that 


she had a rather hostile attitude to all of this? 


A. No, not really. 

Q. How would you describe it? 

A. I really don't know how to 
describe it. 

Q. _ Certainly it didn't sound like | 


a very cooperative one, I guess. | 
A. I guess you can say that. 
Qn Now you indicated as well to 
my friend Mr. Lamek this morning that you weren't 


persuaded by the reassurance that was given at the 


meeting held to discuss the death of certain babies 
in the fall? 

A. I wasn't reassured at that 
meeting. 
Or You didn't feel particularly 


reassured that these babies were dying because they 


were sick babies and it was inevitable they were going 


to die? 
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A. No, I was not reassured. 

oe When did that thought first 
fix in your mind that you weren't really feeling very 
comfortable with that explanation? 

A. I think it was probably before 
the meetings in that there were so many of the children be 
that were dying. | 

Of Can we pinpoint it in point oon 
time, though? Are we talking about September of 1980 


before the meetings that were held in the early part 


and the latter part of September? 


A. i den 'tethink=D%can really 
give you a time. 

a Well, can you indicate then 
whether it was in the summer or the fall or the winter? 

A. I don't really know. 

QO. All right. When this thought 
clicked into place that you weren't really satisfied 
with the answer that the babies were dying because they 
were Sick, was there any particular death prior to that 
point that stood out in your mind as an example of 
why you should not accept that explanation? 

A. There is one baby I can think 
of in particular, but { can't remember what the child's 


name was. 
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Ox All right. What can you 
remember about him then? 
Ay All I can remember the child 


was on 4B. The child was in 439, Room 439. He died 


in the night. It was stated through a surgeon -- he 


had already had surgery and it was stated through a 
surgeon that something about his AP window had piocee. 
It didn't seem to help out because the child died 

so suddenly. 

On Well, once that thought 
finally registered with you that you weren't really 
accepting this explanation for the deaths, I take it 
it stayed with you from then until the death of Baby 


Cook in March of 1981? 
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1 
ae 2 e. I am not really sure about that, 
3 no. 
4 Or; Well, when you say you are not 


Sure about that, do you mean that there may have been 
periods of time when you didn't think about it, or when 
you accepted the fact that babies were dying because 
they were sick; or that you thought about it all the 
time during that point in time? 

9 : A. It was not something that you 

10 always wanted to think about, I think it was something 


11 that you always put to the back of your mind and took, 


you know, the doctor's or someone's word for it that 


the child did die because the AP window closed, or 
because of such and such, and such and such. 
Q. i. itake pesthat it would be 


natural to want to accept that explanation? 


16 A. When you are working with 
17 children, yes. 
18 Or It is the last thing you would 
19 want to think about, or fix on is that somebody was 
« intentionally harming the children? 
= A. that lsecronte 
His Qs Now, you also told my friend, 


Mr. Lamek, that at the point in time when the 


23 discussion centred on breaking up the Trayner team, 
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that you yourself did not want to work on that team? 


Ae That tswnrght. 


OO: And what was your reason for 


not wanting to work on that team? 


MS. RAE: 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


MS. RAE: 


Excuse me Mr. 


Yes. 


Commissioner. 


I understand that this 


witness this morning indicated she had no direct 


knowledge of the allegations made in this matter. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


No, 


no. 


tT Ehink 


this was, I am just trying to see what she did say: 


"IT and others did not want to work 


with Phyllis 


ELrayners 


so many deaths 


and Phyllis Trayner did not give the 


care children needed." 


Now, this is my own shorthand of what she said and it 


may not be right. 


MS. RAE: 


I believe in Miss Forster's 


cross-examination that the witness said she had no 


personal knowledge. 


THE COMMISSIONER: 


Well that is not 


my recollection of it, but I think she had an opinion 


herself and she and others had that opinion, am I 


wrong? 


MS. SYMES: 


Excuse me Mr. 


Commissioner 
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This witness said she had never been on Phyllis 
Trayner's team and had never worked on that side with 
her. 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

MS. SYMES: And that only once had 
she seen her care for a child. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I think before we 
say any more, we haven't got the transcript to prove 
which of us is right, so let us ask the witness 
directly. 

MR. HUNT: Can I make one observation? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. HUNT: This objection is about 
half a dozen questions ahead of where I am, because my 
friends are anticipating I think what is coming. At 
this point I just said to the witness that she didn't 
want to work on the Trayner team, and why? That really 
doesn't get into the question of what she knew about 
ether people. at this point, but Ll do intend to go that 
way. So if it is to be cleared up we can clear it up 
now I suppose. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I think if 
you want to. There seems to be some debate as to what 
she did say. You can ask her whether she did or did 


not want to work on the Trayner team, and if she did, 
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discussions with the other nurses, I take it that you 


also got a feeling for their views with respect to the 


question of working with Phyllis Trayner? 


1 
i | ee 4 2 or didn't, why? 
a | 3 MR. HUNT: O. We will take it, we 
4 will break it into stages so that everything is clear. 
| 5 First of all did you want to work on the Trayner team? 
I F | A. NO Perera rcetiot 
Oz Why did you not want to work on 
a | d the Trayner team? 
8 A. Because it felt to me that all 
Z| 9 of the children were dying when that particular team 
10 was on, and I didn't want to be on when all of those 
- 11 children were dying. 
a | 12 Q. And I take it that this question 
| 7 of working with Phyllis Trayner was something that was 
Z discussed by you with other nurses? 
: A. That's correct, yes. 
a 15 Os And would the discussions that 
i 16 took place with you and other nurses be at formal 
17 meetings, or would this be informal discussions, or 
yl 18 both? 
ai| 19 A. I would say probably informal 
a discussions, just a little chat here and there. a 
eT Os And in the course of these 
a 
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A. That's correct. 
0. And in deciding yourself whether 


Or not you wanted to work with Phyllis Trayner, you 
would have, or be influenced, or have some regard for 
the opinions of the other nurses as well? 

A. I could pick up their feelings 
as to whether they wanted to work with her, yes. 

Q. Did that reinforce your feeling 
about not wanting to work with her? 

A. I guess I have my own feeling, 
and my feeling was going to be my feeling and kept the 
way I wanted it to be kept. 

7 I appreciate that, but did what 
the other nurses felt as well about that issue serve 
to reinforce the feeling that you had, your own feelin 
about not wanting to work with her? 

MS. RAE: I would suggest that is 
asking indirectly what I submit can't be asked directl 

THE COMMISSIONER: Why can't it be 
asked directly, I am sorry? 
MS. RAE: Because whatever views they 
expressed was hearsay as I understand the witness to 
have: admitted this morning. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 


It certainly is 


hearsay as to whether indeed Phyllis Trayner was 
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1 
j 
CC 6 2 guilty of what they allege against her, but it is not 
fl 3 hearsay to the fact that they said it, and that is all 

; 4 that is being brought forward I assume. 

] 5 MS. RAE: It is more than the fact 

| : } that they said it if you consider what effect it had 
: on this witness. 

{ f THE COMMISSIONER: Yes #°UL Cdome 

; 8 understand that. Have you something you want to say 
I 9 about that Mr. Lamek? 

Tt 10 MR. LAMEK: I am just murmuring in 
i1 disagreement with the proposition. 
J 2 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes: All right. 

; e Well, I don't see anything wrong with the question, 
i it is the use that can be made of the answer that is 
i it really what you are complaining about. 

» MS. SYMES: Mr. Commissioner, if I 
i 16 could just state again, the fact that this witness has 

17 heard these things of course can properly be heard, but 
| 18 the contents of it which really for the relevancy of 
| 19 the issues before this Commission is whether or not 

os there is any truth to that. 
A THE COMMISSIONER: PiateiLs eT Lont.. eat 
| 2 is not received for that purpose, it is not received 
| u for that purpose. It is received - we are talking 
“| 23 about whether a team should be broken up or not. This 
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witness is saying what her own views were, and the 
fact that she received these views from someone else. 
Mr. Hunt was asking if that affected her, and she said, 
no, that it was her own view. At least I don't know 
if she said no, but she said she had her own view. 
Where are you going from here? I am not suggesting 
there is anything wrong with where you are going, but 
where are you going? 

MR. HUNT: Then I wanted to - the 
witness this morning as I recall it indicated that some 
of the things that she heard in the course of these 
discussions with other nurses about this prospect of 
working with Phyllis Trayner involved comments by the 
other nurses that Phyllis Trayner didn't give -- 

| THE COMMISSIONER: That is my note 
too, but would you just ask her, but I thought it was 
her own view. 

MR. HUNT: I want her own view right 
at the moment, but I do intend to move to these other 
areas and deal specifically with the impact they had. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All grisntweeyvou 
are not receiving unanimous approval. 

MR. HUNT: No, I appreciate that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: With what you are 


asking, I can teil yousthat. 
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MS. RAE: I can certainly understand 


the witness did not have any direct knowledge of any 
inadequacy of care and that was purely something she 
had heard from someone else and that would definitely 
be excluded as hearsay. 

THE COMMISSIONER: This is an inquiry 
you know. There is another issue, and the issue is - 
one of the issues is whether there was some talk of 
splitting up the Trayner team, which might go to 
something entirely different from cause of death. 
Because we are now moving somewhat reluctantly into 
Phase 2, because we don't want to have to call back 
these nurses, that's all. I don't know which branch 
you are pone on, but I haven't heard from you 
Ms. Symes, what is your objection? 

MS. SYMES: Mr. Commissioner, my 
submissions to you are slightly different than that. 
First of all you do and have received this kind of 
evidence in the past, but this relates specifically to 
the good conduct or abilities of one of the particular 
nurses; and that as this witness has said in cross- 
examination to Ms. Forster that she had never been on 
this person's team. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 


MS. SYMES: And that she had never 
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seen her look after children, and that she had never 
worked on the ward. Therefore, I submit that her 
basis of her opinion is most shaky, and that the 
relevance to this inquiry is outweighed by the 
prejudice that would attach to hearing -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Ltyws’ no prejudice 
to me, I am not prejudiced by the fact that somebody 
Says they didn't think Phyllis Trayner was - that is 
not what I am enquiring into, I am not going to say 
that she was a good or bad nurse. 

MS. SYMES: Mr. Commissioner, it is 
prejudicial to Miss Trayner and that her head nurse 
will be called to give evidence with respect to her 
abilities as a nurse, this person wasn't even on the 
team. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. We 
have heard all kinds of evidence about how good a 
nurse Phyllis Trayner was, there is no question about 
it. I am not - you are not going to get very far with 
any of your questions, so far I see nothing that is 
offensivetaboutoi t7eeAllo Itcanl aske you;mandt thastisna 
cry of the heart, please don't carry it on any further 
than -youshaverto7;ethat ‘Sialic 

MR .WHONT: I would have been finished 


at this point without the objections of my friends, I 
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can assure you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yeswe. All right. 

MR. HUNT: Oe We were back at the 
point I think where I was asking you, granted you had 
your own view of whether or not you wanted to work 
with Phyllis Trayner. My question to.you was, did the 
views expresed by other nurses that you discussed this 
with serve to reinforce your own view that you didn't 
want to work with her? 

A. Nome Cant say. 

THE COMMISSOINER: . If you had waited 
long enough you would have got rid of the whole thing. 

MR. HUNT: On Now I want to deal 
specifically with the area that my friends all object 
to, and that is what you heard in the course of these 
discussions. Now you told my friend Mr. Lamek -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now, wait a minute, 
now I am a little bit concerned about it because it 
didn't affect her no matter what she heard. 

MR... HUNT: i, Knows teint affect 
her, but this now goes to the issue - and it certainly 
doesn't stand for the truth of it, that may be coming 
from other witnesses. The conduct that was alleged 
in the discussions with this nurse on the part of 


Phyllis Trayner, if substantiated by other witnesses, 
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it may have some relevance in terms of your assessment 


of how and by what means the babies died. 


THE COMMISSIONER: I am sorry, you 
will have to try that on me again. 
MR. HONT: Role tee le WL ee 


specific then. One of the things we heard from this 
witness this morning was that comments were made about 
Phyllis Trayner that she didn't give the care that was 
required, and that she said she had done things when 
she hadn't done them. What I want to do now is ask 
specificially this witness about the comments that 
were made to her; whether or not they influenced her 
decision not to work with Phyllis Trayner; what impact 
they had on her. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: She said there was 
none. 

MR. HUNT'S 


No. In terms of working - 


I am sorry, I can only deal with one person at once. 
She said it had no impact on her in terms of wanting 
to work with Phyllis Trayner. The question chats a 
want to put to her is in terms of this behaviour that 
she heard alleged by the other nurses; firstly whether 
she had any reason to believe that it wasn't true 
coming from them. Whether there is any reason to 


believe whether they were, in the context of the 
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conversation putting it forward for other purposes. 
Certainly if it is true then what does that say in 
terms of someone's behaviour on this type of a ward, 
and ask this witness' view of that. 

THE COMMISSIONER: tteasteprobably 
Thursday afternoon but I am having great difficulty 
following you and that I think surely is my fault and 
not yours. She said that she was not affected by what 
the other people told her. She apparently - her 
Gecision not to go to the Trayner team, not to want 
to go, and please correct me if I am wrong, was your 
own, based upon your own observations, is that right? 

THE WITNESS: Thateisycorrect, that's 
FiGHGs 

THE COMMISSIONER: It was not based 
upon what anybody else told you? 

THE WITNESS: NO, ,#ituwas not. 

MR. HUNT: That is only one branch of 
Be 

THE COMMISSIONER: ALL right... What 
is the next branch? 

MR. HUNT: I want to know the people 
that. said this to her. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 


MR. HUNT: If she can recall who it 
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was said Phyllis Trayner said she did things when she 
had not done them, or that she a verieen give care. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR. HUNT: Whether there was any. 
basis in the context of the conversation to believe 
these people who said they were not putting forward 
a truthful observation, ssinairvealy, andifinally, if in 
fact these turn out to be true what is this witness' 
assessment of that kind of behaviour from a nurse on 
this particular ward. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment 
Miss Symes, I am with you at the moment. 

MS. SYMES: i? amiSorry =< 

THE COMMISSIONER: imdon Se Eitide any 
of that persuaSive. When she tells me she is not 
affected by what somebody says to her I really don't 


know what value it is going to be to us. 
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You say that you want to know what 
somebody has said to her and it doesn't have any 
effect on her. 

MR. HUNT: It only doesn't have an 
effect on her in terms of wanting to work with the 
woman. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

MR .ihUNT 2 Ande L accept that, that 
ends that whole area of pursuit. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And you want to know 
what they said for what other purpose? 

MR. HUNT: One of the issues that we 
are concerned with here is the pattern of behavior 
of a number of individuals on the ward. We have heard 
quite a bit of evidence about the pattern of behavior 
of Phyllis Trayner and we have heard some evidence 
about the pattern of behavior of Susan Nelles. We now 
have a witness who says that in the course of these 
discussions it didn't effect her but she heard other 
nurses on the ward saying I don't want to work with 
Phyllis Trayner, she doesn't give the care that's 
necessary at certain times and she says she does thing 
when she hasn't actually done them. So, I want to find 
out from the witness the context in which the 


remarks were made, who made them. 
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THE COMMISSIONER: If she believed 
that, is that what you mean? 

MR. HUNT: Well, one of the questions 
would be, was there anything in the context in which 
they were said that caused her to think they were 
untrue statements that were being made at the time and 
if not, who said them se that perhaps we can ara 
these aspects of this type of behavior and, finally, 
in terms of this nurse's experience someone working 
in the capacity of a nurse on a bardiac ward if this 
behavior was in fact true, is that something that 
one would expect from someone acting in that 
Capacity. 

So, tne second branch of it goes to 
the behavioral aspect of some of the people that we 
are concerned with. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I hope this 
doesn't just prove my inconsistency, but I am going 
to rule out that evidence because I don't think it 
is -- if it affected her in some way as to why she 
was, because she didn't want t&é go on the Phyllis 
Trayner team, I might see some argument in favor of 
it, but at the tmomentAdallvrithseems totbesistto 
elicit from this witnes what someone else has said 


about Phyllis Trayner and therefore I am not going to 
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receive it. 

So, there you are. Now, can you go on 
to the next point with whatever sulks you want 
to and get on to something else. 

MR. HUNT: No, I'm finished in total 
disgrace and I am now going back to my seat. | 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right, now, 
MiierPe nei vais} 

MR. PERGIVAL: ewes. 
CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. PERCIVAL: 

Q. Miss Frise, my name is Barry 
Percival, I appear on behalf of the Metropolitan 
Toronto Police. I want to deal with a number of 
matters that haven't been dealt with yet but perhaps 
I might start with the early morning hours of March 
22nd which was the long days that you started, the 
Sunday morning. 

A. Yes, okay. 

‘or This is just after Justin Cook 
had died and you were coming on shift at about 
6230 giquarter ltey7 7o7200Lthatimorning: 

As Thatvstright. 

Oz Albmniight.tDo Pitakethtnthat 
you have lockers in the basement of the Hospital for 


Sick Children just like the nurse's room? 
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Bivs You said lockers? 
Or. Lockers, yes. 
AL Yes, we do. 
@z And do you change down there or 


did you change down there on that particular day or 
did you come tok. 

| A. Yes, I believe I changed down 
there at that time. 

Q: In any event, when you got up 
onto the ward you were starting a long day, in other 
words, starting at 7:00 andigoing@to 72000" Did you 
meet the team of nurses coming off the long nights? 

A. ves, Miydid 3 

QO. All right. And did you meet 


them in a particular location on the ward? 


A. Yeés@al did. 
Os Where was that? 
A. In the dirty utility 
room. 8 
oF All right. Was this question of 


the dirty utility room; lisithis fonddinty slaundry? 
A. Dirty things, we won't 

necessarily say dirty laundry, but dirty things. 
@. Is that a place where people 


hang coats and leave belongings and that sort of stuff 
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A. Nop 2igstnoxkte 

O% Well, you will forgive me then 
for being ignorant, but what's the purpose of having 
a meeting room there when you are coming on shift and 
coming off? 

A. At the point maybe it was the 
closest spot to go into. 

Ox All right. Well, tell me on this 
particular occasion on the Sunday morning of March 


22nd when you came on the ward what time was it? 


A. What time did I get on the ward? 
oO. Yesc 

A. Oh, maybe 7:00. 

Oi All right. And when you came 


to thevdirty@utilityiroomion’ that particular morning 
after Justin Cook had died, who was present in the 
room? 

A. Liz Radojewski, Sue Nelles, 
Phyllis Trayner. I was called to come by Marie 
Mandal and those people were in the room. 

a All°right?° And*you say you were 
called to come. For what purpose, what did she say 
to you? 

RK. She said come, Meredith,and liste 


to what Liz has to say. 
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Os All right. And when you came in 


the door was Marie Mandal there, Phyllis Trayner, Susa 


Nelles and Liz Radojewski? 

A. Yes. 

On All right. Can you tell me what 
their physical state was, what observations you made 
of them at that time? 

A. From what I can best recollect 
is that Liz Radojewski was crying, she seemed quite 
upset. 

Q. And what about Phyllis Trayner? 

A. I don't recall anything about 
Phyllis Trayner at that point. 


Oe Was Marie Mandal coming on 


shiftewithiyoutat hist point? 


A. Yes, she would have been. 

OF Right. And what about Susan 
Nelles? 

A. She worked all night. 

Q. Well, what was she like at this 


particular point at the time you entered the room? 
A. She was calm, she was there to 
listen to what Liz had to Say. 
ay All right. Well, what was being 


said at that meeting inthe utility room on that 
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morning after Justin Cook died? 

1 What was being said is something 
regarding the Cook baby and that Liz was upset and 
why this child had died. 

Or, All right. And was that being 
expressed in your presence? 

A. From what I can recollect, yes. 

Ou Ali right. Ll gather Liz 
Radojewski had not been on the ward then when the baby 


had died. Did you get that impression? 


A. Dhatesa rights 

O- She was a head nurse? 

A. Thates@rigntse 

0; And she would come on the same 


time as you would at 7:00 in the morning? 

Din Thats wight . 

0% AInNermight: wWell,t after’ Liz 
Radojewski said that was there any response from 
anybody else in the room, this inquiry about why 
Justin Cook had died? 

A. Not, thatel @anarecall: 

O° Well, in particular was there any 
comment made by Susan Nelles in your presence? 

A. Yes, there was a comment made but 


I don't know whether she made it right after Liz was 
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fan ished or when exactly she made the comment. 

©. Well, do I take it then that 
Liz Radojewski said this but there were no answers 
given by Phyllis Trayner or Susan Nelles that you 


could recall? 


A. . NO answers given, no. 

Q. All right. Then what next was 
said? 

A. I can recall Susan Nelles saying 


Six out of seven ain't bad, eh. 


Ou And did she say anything more 
than that? 

A. Notetchat Iecanrecall,. no. 

Q. And what was your reaction to tha 
comment? | 

Ae At the point I just kind of looke 


at her and then just went on my way, it didn't really 


affect me at that point. 


Or Well, at some point did it 
affect you? 

A. Yes, later on as I thought about 
it, yes. 

Os When later on? Are we talking 


about that day or some later time period? 


A. I think maybe later on in the 
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day when I went home and had rehashed the day 
throughout in my mind. 

oF All right. Well, when she made 
this comment you told me that she seemed to be 
calm. Was it made in a flippant manner, was it made 
in a laughing manner, was it made in a frustrated 
manner? Can you give me anything more in relation 
to the comment made by Susan Nelles? 

A. I don't really know how to 
describe it, she just said six out of seven ain’ t 
bad. 

ON Well, what effect did that commen 
have, at least that you could see, on Phyllis Trayner 
and Liz Radojewski in your presence? 

A. I don't really recall what effect 
it had on them. | 

Q. Did somebody say, well, why are 


you saying that? 


A. No, not that. 1 can recall, no. 

OF | Had you ever heard that expressio 
be fore? 

A. NO, 7k nad ‘not: 

O. Had you ever heard of Susan 


Nelles having said that before on an earlier 


occasion quite apart from that morning? 
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A. NOY saad not. 
Oi, Was Bertha Bell there on that 


occasion when that was spoken by Susan Nelles? 

A. I cannot recall Bertha Bell 
being there. 

0. Thank, you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Percival. eL 
forgot the new rules. I don't want to interrupt you 
if you are right in the middle of something. 

MR. PERCIVAL: No, I am going to carry 
on. into that day, and. L. will carry on afterwards. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all Eight. 


Well, we will take the break now then. 


---Short recess. 
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Frise 4784 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


~=- ON. Tesuming. 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, Mr. Percival. 
MR. PERCIVAL: ©. After you had 
heard that conversation in the utility room you 


commenced your shift and you worked from seven o'clock 


through to 7:00 p.m. that Sunday; is that correct? 


A. That is right. 

Oe And during that shift some 
rather surprising things occurred, at least in rela- 
tion to nursing procedures within the Hospital at 
least to what you had expected when you had come in 


that morning? 


A. , I least expected it? 

Os I beg your pardon? 

A. I least expected it? 

Os You least expected it. 

A. The things to happen within 
that day. 

Oy All right. And in. particular 


I gather you learned immediately that the digoxin had 
been placed in the narcotics cupboard, the locked 
narcotics cupboard? 

A. vetwel Geer Git « 

6) You also found that there 


were supervisors on the floor all of the time and that 
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Frise 4785 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


they were monitoring the measuring of the medication 
including digoxin, and in fact personally observing 
medication being given to the individual children? 

A. Yes. feliatediantityvoceurvuntis: 
the afternoon, though. 

Q. All right. And also you 
were made aware that morning that digoxin blood 
samples were being taken from all of the babies that 


were alive on the wards and tests being done? 


A. Yess 

Q. Yes? 

A. Right. 

Oi And did anything else change 
that day? 

A. No; motithatwidgcans recadi¢c 

O° Well, was it as a result of 


those series of events that you started to put a 
different perspective on the comments made by Susan 
Nelles that morning at seven o'clock in the utility 
room? 

A. I don't really recall whether 
it was at that point thateinetartedstoethinkwabouteit. 

O% AlDerightwseBut ainwanyyvevent 
did you -- what was your reaction ‘at that point? That 


day, and before we leave that day. 
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A. At what time, after she said 


it, at two o'clock in the afternoon? 


Q. At two o'clock in the afternoon, 


You said you didn't have any reaction immediately. What! 


was your reaction later? : 
A. Prdon-t really recall. 


O4 Now, Miss Frise, you knew then 


when you went off shift some unusual things were 


occurring. Did you have any communication with either 
Susan Nelles or Phyllis Trayner that evening after you 


came off shift? 


A. fhe Sunday “night? 

Oo; Sunday night. 

A. No, not that I canrecall. 

ey And Marie Mandal had worked 
with you that day? | 

A. “eS. | 

Oe I want to know at some point 


in time on that Sunday because you didn't work on 
Monday and you didn't work on Tuesday; is that right? 
ON That iis right. 
Ove Some time on that Sunday you 
utilized the expression in the course of your evidence 
to Mr. Lamek that'a leak had occurred, and I want to 


explore your terminology, a leak had occurred with 
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cr.ex. (Percival) 


respect to digoxin. 

I want to know what information you 
obtained, whether or not it was -- whether you were 
Supposed to obtain it or not. I want to know what you 
knew then when you went off shift at seven o'clock 
on the Sunday night. 

BRirste of ie did you know that at 
least somebody was attributing some of the baby deaths 


to digoxin overdoses? 


Ae On Sunday? 

Q. Yes. 

A. No; t,dontt thinkwse .notsthat 
Tecansrecalls 

Cue Well perhaps it would be 


easier for me to ask you: When you said that to 


Mary Costello about the leak had occurred -- 


A. Yes. 

Q. -- I want you to tell me 
what was the information that you received that caused | 
you to put the question to Mary Costello the following 
evening, on Monday evening. 

A. Meaning a leak, that there was 
a problem with digoxin. 

oO And the deaths of the babies; 
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A. I don't think I went to the 
deaths of the babies. I am just saying digoxin. 

Ore The digoxin was somehow being 
Singled out by the Hospital as being the cause of 
some problem within the Hospital; is that right? 

A. iets <COLLeCt. 

oe And what about -- was it 
your perception of the information that you received 
that day that it might have been a mistake that some 
kids had got digoxin, 

A. No, I don't think that came to 
my Mind. ai think it came to my mind that the medication 
itself, there was a problem with the digoxin. 

0. Well, perhaps I might assist 
you, Miss Frise. 

When you gave evidence at the 
preliminary hearing - you did give evidence at the 
preliminary hearing? 

ie Ves) 

O% When you were questioned about 
this particular subject at page 17, line 4, and you 
were asked about -- 

THE COMMISSIONER: What volume would 
that be? 


MR. PERCIVAL: i *m: SO©rry. 
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1 
EE6 2 MR. LAMEK: Volume 17. 
3 MR. PERCIVAL: Q. Volume 17, and 
4| you have it in front of you, Miss Frise? 
5] A. What page did you say? 
‘ Or Page 17. You were being 
questioned about the meeting that you had on the 
‘ Monday night at Liz Radojewski's house. 
: A. Yess | 
9/ Q% And the question was: 
10 "All right. What was the meeting 
i about?" 
12 TAS It was about the deaths that 
13 had happened on the floor, just talking 
about malpractice, whether it was a 
. mistake that the kids got digoxin." 
- Do you recall being asked that 
16 question and giving that answer, Miss Frise? 
17 A. Let me just read this over. 
18 ae Yes. | 
19 A. I remember the question. 
50 OF You remember the answer? 
A. No. 
21 
On So you can't tell me whether 
o it was true or otherwise? 
23 A. I don't remember the answer. 
24 
25 
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1 
EE7 2 QO. Alisrignt.. Lets carry on, 
3 On the same page, page 17, line 20: | 
4 | PhO Well, what if anything did you 
5 Say at the meeting, do you recall that, 
f Miss Frise? " | 
ya Mmmm, I remember saying to | 

Mary Costello, she was sitting beside 
: me, and I asked her something ahout | 
? digoxin and that there was some sort of 
10 a leak before, like we weren't 

11 supposed to know about digoxin, and I 
12 Said to Mary, (istit. tieskids aot 

13 something to do with digoxin?', and 

' she sort of looked at me and said, 

f <1 .cane tycommentaon that." 

15, 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
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22 

23 

24 
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Do you recall being asked that question 


and giving that answer? 


4 A. Yes, I do. 
1 5 ex And over on page 18 at line 
é 16 you were asked the specific question that I was 
i asking you: 
7 ; 
i Or What do you mean, leaks of 
8 
aigoxin? 
| 9 A. Well, that we weren't supposed to 
10 know that some of the kids had been 
| 11 given digoxin and that they had a dig. 
j 12 level that was too high that had made 
them die, etc., etc. 
13 
| Oo” yes. 
14 
A. And that we weren't supposed to 
15 
| know about this and that there was, 
i 16 it was a leak out that we found out. 
; 17 oF All right. When did you learn 
i 18 about this that some of the children 
19 had died from digoxin? 
| A. Sunday. 
: 20 BY 
ke Sunday? 
1 a 
P A. Hm-mm . 
Zz 
| oO: And that was while you were at 
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by some means that some children had died as a result 


24 


2p 


i 2 ‘ A. Yes." 
i 3 Do you recall being asked those questions and giving 
4 those answers? 
{ 5 A. Yes, I .do. 
é Q,. Does that refresh your recollec- 
j tion? 
Z . 
A. Yes. 
i g 
O% About what you learned on the 
1 9 Sunday? 
10 A. Yes, it does. 
i il OQ. Would it be fair to say you learned 
12 on the Sunday that at least the rumour around the 
i 13 ward was that there were a number of deaths that 
| were being attributed to overdoses of digoxin? Is 
14 
that ataiputewsay 2 
15 
| A. I don't know whether I can say 
16 overdoses of digoxin. 
| 17 O. Well, that the deaths had some- 
i 18 thang to do with digoxin, 
. 19 A. Well, it had something to do with 
digoxin. 
| 20 2 
) Q. Ablgnight: 
| 2 
A. I didn't say overdose. 
22 
j| Oo. Were you advised on the Sunday 
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of being administered digoxin when it had never been 


prescribed for them? 


A. Did I learn that on the Sunday? 

Q. Yes. 

Ae Prom what 1 .can recall, 1 think 
ist. Wel 

Ox All right. And in specific terms 


you learned it was Baby Cook, Justin Cook, the baby 
that had, just-died whadainwtact’ died of digoxin 
Overdose and had not been prescribed digoxin; isn't 
that correct? 

A. Yes, from my recollection, yes. 

O's Thank you. And in any event I 
gather that was some revolutionary news, at least so 
far as you were concerned when you left the shift at 


7:00 that evening. 


A. It was which did you say? 

OF Well, it was rather exciting 
news. 

A. BEXCiting? 

Or Well, tell me what was your 


impression of that information? 
A. Scared. 
Oo: You were scared. All right. 


So do I take it that when you went home you knew that 
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1 
| 4 2 Marie Mandal also had the same information; isn't 
| 3 that true? 

4 A. Six out of seven and 
| 5 throughout the day, yes. 

P Q. And that information that you 
| told about, about children perhaps being overdosed 

7 
1 with digoxin or having received digoxin when it was 

8 not prescribed. 
i 9 Ne Yes. 

10 Os ALL right. 
] 11 A. Yes. 
| 12 On Did you go home with her that 

night? 

13 
il A No, I did not. 
14 

OF Did you speak with her that 

i 1 night by telephone? 
i 16 A. Not) that I scan recall. 

17 QO: Did you speak with anyone that 
| 18 night? 

19 A. I think I maybe phoned 
i Peterboro. 

20 

O: Is that to speak with your parents? 

j | 21 
Ios Yes: 

Ze 
i | Oe And tell them what was happening? 

23 A Yes. 
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O. I understand. In any event 
then the next morning was the first phone call you 
received from Phyllis Trayner? 

A. The Monday morning. 

Q. Yes, or was it from Mary 
Costello saying there is going to be a meeting? 
I'm sorry, I. forgot your evidence. 

A. Paehee. No, I believe Mary 


Costello phoned, first. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


Frise, cr.ex. 4796 
(Percival) 


O3 And then did you have any 
discussion with Mary Costello at that point about what 
had transpired the day before? 

A. “NO, not that I can recall. 

Ot ALBYrign’. 4PAcCtehat: point sin 
time did you know that police officers were in the 
hospital? 

A. Now. don £ think Vivdid> no, 

OQ. All right. We then take you 
to the next step that Phyllis Trayner telephoned you 
and said come on over for a meeting before the 
meeting? 

A. Right. 

Oe And you said sure. Did you give 


her any information based upon what you had learned on 


the day shift of Sunday after she had departed the 


hospital? 
A. On the -- 
OQ. At that time on the telephone? 
A. Not that I can srecall, no: 
Qi Marie Mandal telephoned you - 


did you get the impression that Marie Mandal had also 
been called by Phyllis Trayner? 
A. I don't really recall. 


Ge In any event when Marie Mandal 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise, cr. ex: 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Percival) 


came to your apartment then you went both by subway 
to Phyllis Trayner's house? 

A. That tisaright. 

Os Do I take it since this was a 
first visit at Phyllis Trayner's apartment that what 
you were there for was to discuss what was happening 
at the hospital? 

A. Yes 

Ox All right. And do I take it 
that at some point in time during the course of the 
four hours you were at the apartment, you talked to 
Phyllis Trayner about the rumours that you had heard 
the day before on Sunday, and also what was happening 
on the ward on the Sunday after she had left at 7 
o'clock in®thertmorning7meis?that fair to say? 

A. I can't be sure. 

O; Well, what else would you be 
talking about, Miss Frise? 

A. Like I said earlier, about the 


deaths on the floor. 


Qs Yes? 
A. The Pacsai baby. 
O. Wouldn't you also - I gather 


you must have told her about the rumour about digoxin 


causing the deaths? 
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ANGUS. STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Prise; Crs@xX: 
TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival) 


A. I don't really recall. Like I 


just said. 


@% ALLSErOit. 

A. I don't remember whether I did 
OT didnnre . 

OQ; All right. May I ask you then 


did Mou Deayner seem to know all about the changes 
that had occurred at the hospital after she had left 
at 7 o'clock Sunday morning? In the course of that 
discussion that afternoon? 

A. I don't really recall whether 
she knew or didn't. 

o> Would it be fair to say that 
probably that was also discussed at that meeting at 
Phyllis Trayner's apartment? 

A. What was discussed? 

Os The changes. The radical 


changes in nursing. 


A. It could have. 

2 That were occurring on 4A/4B? 

A. It could have, but I said I 
don't remember. 

O% You then left and I think you 


told us already that you thought that Marie Mandal was 


there; Phyllis Trayner was there. Was Mary Cooney 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO (Percival ) 
also there? 
A. No, she wasn't. 
Oe So there was only four of you 


or five of you there at that meeting? Jane Partridge, 
Mary Jean Halpenny, Phyllis Trayner, Marie Mandal and 
yourself? 

A. That.is what _1I.can recall, yes. 

7 You lert «at 6 o* clock and you 
arrived at Liz Radojewski's house and you started 
talking about what was happening at the hospital? 

A. That 15. CLoght. 

On And in the course of this 
discussion I gather from what you have said that you, 
in the presence of all of those other nurses, said 
what you said to Mary Costello. Everybody was quiet 


and everybody heard the response? 


A. That rs righ’. 
Os where is no doubt in your mind? 
A. From what I can recall. 

Oz And you were asking the 


question, trying to get an answer, trying to understand 
what was happening. Isn't that correct? 

A. dba Gee Taub Waele eb as 

Q. And in effect Mary Costello's 


response really didn't satisfy both your need to know 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


and your curiosity? 


A. 


OF 


A. 


OF 


Frise, 


Cr.€xX. 


(Percival) 


That is 


But you 


more scared as a result of the 


That is 


rigne. 


4800 


sure continued to be 


response? 


rence deh om 


Did you hear anybody talking 


that evening about obtaining legal representation? 
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ANG . 5 b * 
oe gecnra: errno nines aE Se ae 
cr. ex. (Percival) 
A. NOt that . can recall, al. © 


can remember is malpractice. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, what you 
can remember is? 

THE WITNESS: Malpractice. 

Q. Do I have it that you as a 
registered nursing assistant are not a member of the 
Ra Nevrecee 

A. No, we have our own group. 

O. Do you recall the R.N.A.Obeing 
Giscussed by Susan Nelles and Phyllis Trayner at 
that meeting and going to get advice? 

A. Vaguely I remember that, yes. 

Cs Do you remember any discussion 
that evening from any source,about the fact that 
police officers were making an investigation at the 
hospital? 

A. No, I don't remember anything 
like that. 

Oo. When did you first become 
aware that the police were in the hospital making 
inquiries about the events on 4A/4B? 

A. rl think PF didn”’t*know’the 


police were involved until Sue Nelles was arrested. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4802 
TORONTO, ONTARIO . 
cr. ex. (Percival) 


om After you left Liz Radojewski's 


house, I think you have told Mr. Lamek and Mr. 


Hunt you made two telephone calls on the Tuesday, one 
to Phyllis Trayner and one to Susan Nelles. 

A. mMhat siivaghe. 

Or; Did you receive any telephone 
calls from anybody else during the course of Tuesday, 
either before or after those telephone calls? 

A. NOotethat 2 can recall. 

On Did you not speak to any other 
members of your team, or Marie Mandal, or your other 


friends on the nursing team about, first of all, what 


had happened on the Sunday and what had Weoeened at 
the meeting on Monday night? 

A. I don't really recall. 

Q. You have indicated that the 


reason that you can't tell us the reason why you 


telephoned Susan Nelles; why did you think she was 


18 going to help you about your concerns about being 

19 scared? 

20 A. Susan Nelles is a very strong 
person, she is small but mighty. She would help you 

‘ through anything, and I figured by phoning her she 

* was going to help me and reassure me that things would 

i be fine. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4803 
TORONTO, ONTARIO ° 
crm. ex... (Bercival)) 


O.. Why would you not correspondingly 
heive called Phyllis Trayner and asked her the same 
questions, rather than just phoning her and asking 
her for the phone number of Susan Nelles? 

A. As I said before, probably to 
do with the Pacsai death. 

O% No. Insofar as what, that you 
were concerned about what Phyllis Trayner had done at 
the Pacsai death? 


AY. NO,. Ludid notvsay that. 


Q. I'm sorry, I misunderstood you. 
A. i didn’ tisayvithatatitali . 

Os ‘-Please. 

A. I said because the Pacsai child 


died and Sue Nelles was informed that there was going 
to be a coroner's inquest, and I figured that I would 
be involved with this child because I transferred the 
child in through the day with the help of George. 
Then I was scared at that point and she would probably 
help me through that. 

oO. Did you not know that Phyllis 
Trayner had been the team leader that night? 

A. y didn’ trealay. think about? it 

MR. LAMEK: With respect, Mr. Commissioner, 


that is something of an unfair question because the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4804 


TORONTO, ONTARIO . 
cr. ex. (Percival) 


child was on 4B, although Trayner was team leader on 
4A, and Susan Nelles was not working on 4A that 
night. 

MR Ee ERGLV Al eee a eSOLrEry yr LaLa not 
mean to say thats, 

THE COMMISSIONER: 7 think the witness 
has also said that Susan Nelles on Monday discussed 
the Pacsai matter and this witness was involved 
with Pacsai. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Thank you. 

Os May I deal with another matter. 
At some point in time after the preliminary, and I 
am talking about June of 1982, were you interviewed 


by the police? 


A. Yes, I was. 
Ole And on that occasion were you 
questioned with respect to -- and I gather at that 


point Susan Nelles had been discharged? 

A. Miat teiwetir gre. 

Or. And were you questioned at that 
point as to what you had thought, or what opinion 
you had, as to the responsibility for these baby 
deaths? I am talking about the four baby deaths in 
question. 


A. Did I know? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4805 
TORONTO, ONTARIO cr. ex. (Percival) 


1 
52 he Q. No, were you questioned about 
3 that issue as to who you thought was responsible? 
4 A. Yes, I think the question came 
5 across. 
6 THE COMMISSIONER: . Yes, Miss 
Solomon? 
‘ MS. SOLOMON: I believe this gets 
8 into -- 
9 THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I have the 
10 same suspicion you have. 
11 MR. PERCIVAL: No, with respect, it is 
12 not, Mr. Commissioner and that is why I am being very 


Specific about the date of June 17th of 1982. 
THE COMMISSIONER: That is still after 
May oE— 1932, that iss thevprobpiem, isnt 1? 


MS. SOLOMON: With respect, it is 


a statement made to the police. 

Le THE COMMISSIONER: No, I am sorry, there 
18 may be some other reason that you are bringing this 

19 up. wif; ltiehas to do with the police investigation 


it is after, is it May of 1982, the discharge date? 


MR. PERCIVAL: Yes. 
THE COMMISSIONER: And that is why, it 
is one of the few rulings that I have made that has 


not been questioned someplace else. We are not going 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4806 
TORONTO, ONTARIO . 
cr, ex. (Percival) 


to investigate, isn't that right? 
On Let me then go back a little 
bit further. At some point in time, even raghnt 
up until the time of the preliminary hearing, 
did you have an opinion as to whether more than one 
person was involved with respect to these baby deaths? 
A. I don't think I can answer that 
question. | 
Os Well, is it you don't know whethe 
you had an opinion, or whether or not you wish 
to express the opinion? 


A. I don't think I wish to express 


the opinion: 

On Did you have an opinion at that 
time? 

A. From what I recollect, yes, I 
dad: 

OE What was that opinion? 

ne Pikes. ete sad, .l didn’ towant 
to, you know. 

Oe I don't want to talk about names, 


I want to talk about the modus, do you understand what 
Ii am@talking#aboug, wiowathings occurred. 1 putei1t 
to you that 1f was. yourlopinionsarathar time s<= 


THE COMMISSIONER: At which time is thi 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4807 
TORONTO, ONTARIO e 
cr. ex. (Percival) 


now? 

MR. PERCIVAL: Before the preliminary 
even. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

On That there was more than one 
hurse involved with respect to these deaths. 

ye Are you talking in the preliminary, 
Or are you jumping back, you seem to be jumping. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Before the 
preliminary. I know it will be hard for you, but we 


keep, we cut things off at the end of the preliminary, 


the police investigation, and that is why the difference 


is. The question that has been asked is, I am 
not saying that you have to answer it, but the questio 
that has been asked is, did you have an opinion before 
the preliminary. Now, the preliminary was from 
January until May of 1982, as to whether more than 
one person had been involved in those deaths. Now, 
that is the question. The answer can be 
that-the only possible answer to that question 
is (1) yes and (2) no. Or the other one, there is 
another possible answer is -- I prefer not to say. 

THE WITNESS: I prefer not to Say. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Now, why should 


she be pressed on that question? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 
s : 
ORONTO, ONTARIO Cr. eX. (Percival) 


MR. PERCIVAL: Because perhaps it 
goes even to the cause of death, and in relation 
to whether or not there may be more than one. 

THE COMMISSIONER: We can ask her 
what the basis was for that. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, go ahead. 

Q. You had an opinion, and without 
getting into it, what was the basis of your opinion? 

MR. LAMEK: She said she didn't have 
an opinion. 

THE COMMISSIONER: She said she 
preferred not to answer. If you did have an opinion. 

Qe What was the basis for your 
opinion? 

MS. SOLOMON: I believe the question 
should be what, if any, basis did she have, not 
what basis. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, I see, what 
if any basis did she have for forming an opinion 
ateall., 

THE WITNESS: Because I didn't think -- 
I don't have any basis. 

Oe Miss Frise will forgive me, I 


don't want you to name individuals. 


ar agate : aK 96 aw oe: 
awizetan ce bu cae bie st 
a purty . . ; 


| ‘wer Ave nea 50) 


Hey Anat 
bess op yee <sHhRNOTRS 
voilsiw Ste \neintge na bas un i. 6 7 
Shoinigo sucy 4o 2fesd oa: aaw Jory, al citi partsep 
ove 3° oR ota Bilge one oc ae : how 
AS 


@aedntec ae ptt 


de bise ome =teWOrecines ant | 


iO. Lec sé eved B20 Voy ti .cewdsae oF son benvreterg 


3 22ee0 oft eaw sortW -C 
; Bi 
{ao lLnse P 
at 
Ao. - f i 2 VMOIDe baa ; 
at 
t «2 y es th 42 1 od Blix eo 
elepe! 5 } 
. rt —— ABUCTSAIMMOD TT t 
' 
| 
. - 6 primnzol sol «vedi ate Sb2h alesse vaa. ie 
(fe oa 
ee Grid? s'obib I gsenvanail ;e2SuTIV SHUT 
aiged “na syed o*xoh I 
. t .om svigwod fiw aelyt aeie a 


pee. 
nt 08 Ho gram 9a 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4809 
TORONTO, ONTARIO cr. eX. (Percival) 


A. No, I am not going to name 


individuals. 


O- I don't want you to. What I 


want to talk about is this, did you have an opinion 


that the way in which these babies died, that there 
had to be more than one individual involved, one 
acting as a lookout and one perpetrating? 

A. Yes. 


Qa Thank you. You had that opinion 


prior to the preliminary? 

A. Yesyeltdid. 

Os Thank you. I want to deal with 
one last matter. After the arrest of Susan Nelles 
and at the end of March, 1981, and this was 
just after the arrest, you had the occasion I under- 
stand to go to lunch one day with Phyllis Trayner 
at the Eaton Centre. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Just a moment. 

When was this, I want to know what the question is. 

MR. PERCIVAL: At the end of March, 
1981, shortly after the arrest of Susan Nelles. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, occasion to 
go with Phyllis Trayner to -- 

MS. RAE: Mr. Commissioner, I realize 


my friend is about to go into a particular area that 
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4810 


TORONTO, ONTARIO 


(Percival) 


I’ am concerned about, and I would suggest since it 
was, after March,» 1981 diteds, not relevant tosthe 
matters in: hand. 

THE COMMISSIONER: It may or may not 
be, I don't know, I don't know what is going to be 
said, whether she says something that might help us 
in the cause: of death. 

L don ta know,e! can. t Know until 1 
know what the question is. It might also have some- 
thing to do with the police investigation, and we 
have had a tacit agreement that as we are getting so 
close to the police investigation now we don't want 
to have to recall these nurses, that we are going to 
allow that to go on, that is what we have been doing, 
and you may not nee appreciated that, but that is 
what it is. We may have to recall some of the 
witnesses we had before, because if something further 
comes up about the police investigation, but I don't 
want these witnesses to have to come back. 

MS.. sRAE=) I realize that. but, 1 am 
concerned that this could be extremely prejudicial 
and really is not very helpful. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Let us hear first 
what the question is. 


Yes, Ms. Solomon? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4811 
TORONTO, ONTARIO cr. ex. (Percival) 


MS. SOLOMON: Perhaps I can assist, 
just referring to the time of this. Although the 
incident that is referred to might involve March of 


1981 or April of 1981, rather, the statement which -- 


ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Frise 4812 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


il oe y MR. PERCIVAL: I never alluded to 

3 a statement. 

4 THE COMMISSIONER:....No,,.no. I think 

5 the. question,soufar,pit allpitpaSeies,pdid you have a 

meeting with Phyllis Trayner, and it sounds pretty 

innocent to me she had a meeting with Phyllis Trayner. 
‘MR. PERCIVALeeel Knowhl pion anil 

asked that for that reason. People go to lunch you 


2 know. 


10 THE COMMISSIONER: Well, there is 
11 nothing wrong with having lunch with Phyllis Trayner 
or for that matter anybody else. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Usually once a day. 


THH COMMISSIONER: Yes. I have lunch 


with my former colleagues and nobody suggests that that 


is suspicious. 


16 MR. PERCIVAL: May I continue, Mr. 

17 Commissioner? 

18 SHE COMMISSIONER, sSOrnry « 

19 MR. PERCIVAL: Q. Then it was shortly 

ay after the arrest of Susan Nelles you had an occasion 
to go with Phyllis Trayner to the Eaton Centre for 

2 lunch, is that comuecre 

22 A. Thateasn.cormnect, 

23 THE COMMISSIONER: I don't think the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Frise 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


1 
i] GG2 2 Eaton Centre makes it any more suspicious either. 
i 3 MR. PERCIVAL: All right. | 
| 4 | QF Now, at some point in time 
El 5 in accordance with that luncheon meeting that you had, ! 
. or not meeting but you went shopping I gather. | 
| A. Right, we went for lunch. 
E| j Oz And when you had lunch you 
; started to talk about something? 
E| oi A. Thattserighti 
10 O« What was it you:started to 
i 11 talk about? 
| 12 A. io The availability ofaedigoxins | 
13 Qe ALi right. 1 Cansyourtelltme 
El who brought that up? 
ss A. PRhylilssebrought attup. 
| 4 oO. How did she bring it up 
rl 16 and what did she say? 
17 A. She wanted to know -- 
if 18 MS. RAE: Mr. Commissioner. , 
19 THE COMMISSIONER: I'm sorry, yes, yes. 
i Bs, MS. RAE: I would suggest that we 
5 have now got to the area that is certainly prejudicial. 
; ‘ THE COMMISSIONER: Well, it will 
5 | a2 be relevant though. It may be prejudicial but surely 
23 it is relevant if Phyllis Trayner discusses the 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Frise 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


1 
| 
GG3 2 availability of digoxin, is that not relevant? Why 
| 3 is it not relevant? 
4| MS. RAE: Well, these events occurred 
| 5 after March of 1981. 
| ‘ THE COMMISSIONER: Well, no, but one 
of the things I am investigating is the cause of death 
f| : of these children and something about the availability 
| | of digoxin might well be relevant. I can't tell until 
jj 9) I’ know what it is about. “I°take it, Mr’. Percival, 
10 are you advancing this towards the cause of death? 
| 11 MR. PERCIVAL: Absolutely, and 
|| 12 absolutely with respect to the discussion that she had 
13 with Phyllis Trayner and what they did as a result of 
| that discussion on that very day, together. 
i THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right. 
| 7 Well, Mr. Percival says it has some relevance to the 
ij 16 cause of death, so I really have to hear it. I don't 
17 know whether it has or not. 
rt 18 MR. PERCIVAL:"” it-was ‘all’ done at-the 
19 Eaton Centre in any event. 
i 56 MR. LAMEK: And therefore cannot be 
| suspicious. 
Zi 
THE COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right, 
[| ss aLivrignt. 
23 MS. SYMES: Is this witness entitled 
. 24 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


Frise 4815 
Or.~exs. (Percival) 


to the 5(2) warning? 

THE COMMISSIONER: No. 

MR PERCIVAL: (O72 Miss’ Frise, Can 
we carry on with this? 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 

Eve Yes. 

MR. PERCIVAL: Moy The availability 
of digoxin was brought up by Phyllis Trayner. What 
did she say and what did you say and then what did you 
do? 

A. We talked about the avail- 
ability Of digoxin in that if the children did receive 
digoxin where did they get it from, et cetera. So 
the idea was, well, Phyllis said, come on, let's go 
to Shoppers Drug Mart and find out whether they sell 
digoxin over the counter, and she proceeded to -- 

Os Just before we get to that. 
Was that the extent of the discussion that you can 
recall? Did you get into the question of people going 
on the ward with digoxin purchased outside the Hospital 
and administering to these children? Was that the 
nature of the discussion? 

A. I don't really recall whether 
it was or it wasn't. 


ON Or was it a question of 
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4816 
STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD, Frise 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


cr.ex. (Percival) 


somebody involved in the Hospital quite apart from 
getting digoxin from the medicine room on the ward 
being able to go:out to a drugstore and purchase it 


over the counter? 


A. ‘ I think in that means, yes. 
On Thank you. Now having had 
that discussion at lunch and having paid your bill, 


what did you do? 


A. We went down to Shoppers Drug 
Mart and proceeded to the clerk and Phyllis said to 
the clerk do you sell digoxin over the counter without 


a prescription. 


Oh And what was the response 


said to you in her presence, Phyllis Trayner's presence? 


A. From the clerk? 
Og Yes. 
A. The clerk said, yes, we do 


in certain circumstances, 


Q. What did Phyllis say? 

A. She smiled and said, thank you, 
and on we went. 

Q. Well, did you have any dis- 


cussion about that response from that clerk in that 
particular drugstore along the lines of your discussion 


over lunch? 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO. ONTARIO 


Frise 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


A. Lunch was before that. 

On I understand that, but you 
talked about general things. Having found out that 
you could get it over the counter under certain circum- 
stances, did you continue that discussion with 
Phyllis Trayner? 

A. I can't really recall whether 
lL aid on iain 

Or Did you talk about it again 
to Phyllis Trayner? 

A. Again; Imdon*:tinreallytrecaill. 

OF And am I correct that the 
first time you ever told the police about that was on 
Thursday, June 16, 1982? 

A. I don't remember the date I 
told them. 

Q. Well, you have some statements 
that you gave to the police? 

A. Yes% Irdo¢ 

@.. Is that not, and perhaps 
counsel can agree with me that that is recounted on a 
statement of Thursday, June 16, 1982. 

A. Maybe I could look at this 
statement. 


MS. SOLOMON: That is correct. 
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TORONTO, ONTARIO : 
cr.ex. (Percival) 


MR. PERCIVAL: Thank you. No further 
questions. 

THH COMMISSIONER: Yes, all right, 
thank you. What time is it? 

Yes, Mr. Young, are you next? 

MR. YOUNG: Mr. Percival asked my 
questions, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I forgot all about 
it. I don't want you to contradict the course of 
events. 

I am getting a little -- 
I had better watch ny language, too many people will 
agree with me. 

MR. ROLAND: I -wasn't going to ask 
any questions but curiosity can't prevent me from 
asking a,couple.arisingsjustcout of vthethastcobiteoft 
evidence about the digoxin purchased over the counter. 


CROSS-EXAMINATION BY MR. ROLAND: 


Ae It's Frise (pronounced fries). 
O% Frise. Do you recall what 


kind of digoxin it was? Was it a capsule or an 


ampoule? 


Ae I believe she asked for elixir 


as well as the ampoules. 


Ou. Miss Frise (pronounced freeze). 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. i 
TORONTO. ONTARIO Frise 
cr.ex. (Roland) 


Ors And were they both available? 
A. I think she talked that we 


could get the elixir over the counter. 


GO; What about the ampoules? | 

A. I don't really remember what 
her answer was to that. | 
Q% I see. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Is this what you 


meant by in certain circumstances, you mean in certain 
forms," is that it? “What did™the clerk Say?""=Did he 
use the words "in certain circumstances" or did he 


say how you can get it? 


THE WITNESS: In beveein circumstances, 
meaning in certain circumstances as if you are going 
to purchase digoxin you need a prescrintion from a 
doctor before you can get digoxin over the counter. 


That is what she is referring to, that I picked up. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I'm sorry, 
i got Lost there because you went to see if you could 
get it, you went to a drug mart; Do you sell over the 
counter digoxin without a prescription, and he said 
yes, in certain circumstances, and the certain 
circumstances were with a prescription. Then that's 
not much of an answer, is it? Did he say you could 


or you couldn’ t get Ltuiwichout a prescetption: 
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Frise 
cr.ex. (Roland) 


THE WITNESS: I don't remember whether 


that was asked or answered. 

MR. ROLAND: QO. “I take it then, Miss 
Frise, you are not certain whether you need a pre- 
scription or not to get digoxin over the counter? 

As Yes, you do need a pre- 
scription to get digoxin. 

Oc Well, was that the impression 
that was left with you by the druggist in the Eaton 
Centre, that you needed a prescription to get it over 
the counter? 

A. What I got was that, the 
perception I picked up is that they would give you 
digoxin in certain circumstances that you wouldn't 
need a prescription. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. And did they 
say what those circumstances were? 


THE WETNESS: No, they did not. 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


MR. ROLAND: (9 And the digoxin you 
are talking about in those certain circumstances is 
the elixir rather than the ampules? 

A. res. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Did they say that? 
Did they say the elixir rather than the ampules? 

THE WITNESS: No, Phyllis said the 
elixir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: To whom, to you or 
to the clerk? 

THE WITNESS: To the clerk, because 
the clerk asked her. 

THE COMMISSIONER: All right. 


MR. ROLAND: O- Was there any 


discussion about ampules? 


A. I think Phyllis said can we get 
digoxin over the counter and the clerk said what kind 
and Phyllis said elixir. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And then what did 
he say, did he say yes or no? 


THE WITNESS: In certain circumstances). 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I am not muc 
further ahead, Mr. Roland. 
MR. ROLAND: No7> Leamesorry l stood 


up and asked the questions. I have no further 
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ANGUS, STONEHOUSE & CO. LTD. Frise 4822 
TORONTO, ONTARIO 


questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, I don't know 
whether anybody else wants to make a stab at this 
problem. Maybe we'll all have to repair to the 
Shoppers Drug Mart and find out how we can get it. 

Now, what time is it now? It is 25 
past four. Well, what about you, Miss Chown? 

MS. CHOWN: No questions, thank you. 

THE COMMISSIONER: I imagine you do 
have some questions? 

MS. SYMES: Yes I do, Mr. Commissioner}. 

THE COMMISSIONER: So, when do you 
want to go on, do you want to go on now? 

MS. SYMES: No, Mr. Commissioner, I 
would ask to go Monday morning. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well then, I am not 
too sure there is going to be a Monday morning because 
that's what I have to sort out because Mrs. Radojewski 
is plotted for Monday morning. What do you suggest, 
Mr. Lamek? 

w= MR. LAMEK: Mr. Commissioner, I really 
don't know what to suggest. You are quite right, Mrs. 
Radojewski expects to be called on Monday and that's 
Miss Cronk's expectation as well. Whether that has to 


be at 10 o'clock or whether we can complete Miss Frise' 
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4823 


evidence and send her on her way, which I am sure she 


would prefer. Maybe Miss Symes can help us as to 


whether it is essential she starts at 10 o'clock with 


Mrs. Radojewski. 


MS. 


SYMES: 


In fact it would be much 


preferable to finish with this witness. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. but’ the 


problem is it may be the whole day and Mr. Lamek is 


not available, that's one of the problems. 


MR. 


{ 


LAMEK : 


iewon*t.be here...I don't 


see that as a problem, Mr. Commissioner. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Well, 1ieyouecon . 


think it is a problem. 


MR. 


LAMEK : 


Well, the transcripts 


will be available by then and if you don't mind Miss 


Cronk's re-examining, if any re-examination be 


necessary. 


THE COMMISSIONER: indon’' t mind that 


atvaLi. 


MR. 


LAMEK : 


She can review the 


evidence of the last half a day. 


THE COMMISSIONER: rts 100ks., to. me 


as though it may well take the day. How long are you 


going to be, Miss Symes? 


MS. 


SYMES: 


I would expect to be an 
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HOWL, (sia. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Knazan, how long 
will you be? 

MR. KNAZAN: No questions. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mee OLA: 

MR. OLAH: At the present time I have 
no questions, Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Labow? 

MR. LABOW: About a half an hour. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Tobias? 

MR. TOBIAS: Fifteen minutes, 
Mr. Commissioner. 

MR. SHANAHAN: About five minutes, 
Mr. Commissioner. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Mr. Rosenberg, 
you will be very lengthy I would imagine? 

MR. ROSENBERG: Well, my questions 
are going to take an hour -- never mind. 

THE COMMISSIONER: And Miss Solomon 
judging from past records you won't be too long? 

MR. SOLOMON: No. 

THE COMMISSIONER: Well, you think 
we should, even though you won't be around -- 

MR. LAMEK: Even with those estimates 


it seems to me sir that we can complete Miss Frise's 
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fl cc2.s evidence by lunchtime on Monday. 


THE COMMISSIONER: XGSG. ali srigne, 


MR. LAMEK: I think that would be 


preferable. 


THE COMMISSIONER: intakel it that is 


your preference too, is it, Miss Frise? 


THE WITNESS: Yes . 


THE COMMISSIONER: You would like to 


be rid of us? You don't need to answer that question. 


All right. Well then, we will proceed 


on Monday morning at 10 o'clock. 


Yes, Miss Symes? 


MS. SYMES: Mr. Commissioner, out of 


assistance to the next witness, Ms. Radojewski, could 


she be called at 2:30? 


THE COMMISSIONER: ZelS Tech inkwes 
when we now start. 
MS. SYMES: 2:15 these days. 


THE COMMISSIONER: Yes. 


MS. SYMES: Could she not be required 


to be here until 2:15? 


THE COMMISSIONER: I think that's 


safe, I think that's safe and if we happen to have a 
half hour of indolence I suppose it won't be too bad 


on Monday morning. 
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Frise 4826 


MS. SYMES: Thank you, Mr. 


Commissioner. 


MR. ROLAND: Mr. Commissioner, before 


we all forget about it, you will recall in Miss 


Coulson's evidence the issue arose concerning the 


mysterious IV bag. 
| THE COMMISSIONER: Tes. 

MR. ROLAND: We have been able to 
determine that there was no record at all of any IV 
bag being tested with respect to the two babies 
mentioned by Miss Coulson, that is, Baby Gionas or 
Baby Lombardo, at any time surrounding their deaths. 
So, we have no record at all of that occurring and 
we can only assume that it didn't occur with respect 
to those two babies. 

THE COMMISSIONER: 
there we are. 

All right. Well then, Monday at 
10:00 a.m. 


--- Whereupon the hearing adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
until Monday, February 27th, 1984 at 10:00 a.m. 
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